











Copyright, 1955, by The aay School Times Co. 
Act of March 3, 1879. 


TIDWELL BIBLE LioRAN 


The Sunday Schou 


Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post oe Philadelphia, Pa., under 















Entered as second-class matter at the post office, Ottawa, Cana 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., 


U.S.A 


Philadelphia, March 12, 1955 


Volume Ninety-seven, No. 11 


$3.00 a year, in clubs, $2.50 
See page 219 





Lesson for March 27 in this issue 





Lesson 13.—The Christian and the Social Order. 
Matthew 5:13-16; Luke 10:29-37; Romans 13; 
Ephesians 4:17-32; 1 Peter 4:12-19. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
Masonry and Christianity 

As a Man Thinketh. By Gordon Chilvers 203 

Neo-Orthodoxy Based on Philosophy. VI. 


By Roy L. Aldrich, Th.D. . 204 
A Survey of Religious Life and Thought. 

Te ee 206 
International Uniform Lesson ......... 208-217 


Preparing for Easter in Your Sunday School 218 
C.E. Topic—A Visit With Christ’s Com- 


rades. By John W. Lane, Jr. : 218 
For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
EE vc vewecdecs .. 220 


They Said, “Barabbas” 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


“The governor answered and said unto them, 
Whether of the twain will ye that I release 
unte you? They said, Barabbas” (Matt. 27:21). 


HEY said, “Barabbas,” while the God 
of grace 
Waited before them—judgment on His 
head. 
How could they look into His blessed 
face 
And choose a common thief that day 
instead? 
And did He look along the avenue 
Of all the years unto a farther day, 
When I should have a chance to choose— 
and you? 
Oh, did He see us faithless, too, as 


For still they say, “Barabbas,” and they 
turn 
From His dear form u-‘o the forms of 
men; 
And still, I think, I feel His great heart 
yearn 
Toward the undecided now, as then— 
Lord, Thou hast bought them at such 
mighty cost— 
Why must they choose Barabbas and be 
lost? 
w 


Load Limits 


Our Heavenly Father is keenly 
aware of just what each of us can bear. 
One often sees on the approaches to 
bridges some such sign as, “Load Limit 
Ten Tons,” or, “Load Limit Five Tons,” 


as the case may be, so that trucks with 
burdens that ‘would endanger the safety 
of the bridge may not be driven over 
it. Although Christians carry no visible 
signs, God knows the “load limit” of 
every one of us, and He will never per- 
mit that load limit to be violated. If 
it is a matter of physical suffering or 
the burdens of life, His Word assures us 
that “he knoweth our frame” (or, “our 
fashioning”), of what we are made and 
how we are put together (Psa. 103:14). 
Infinitely greater than the concern with 
which an earthly father regards his chil- 
dren, the Lord loves, and pities, and 
cares for His own. “I will spare them, 
as a man spareth his own son that 
serveth him” (Mal. 3:17). If it is a 
matter of temptation or testing, we have 


Hindrances 


By Faith R. 


HY is it that Christians spend so 
W little time in prayer? In study- 
ing this question, one certainly 
would find that a list of hindrances 
would include the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil, and in addition, laziness, in- 
difference, and lack of concentration. 
The world, with its fascinating pleas- 
ures, is one reason for prayerlessness. 
Earthly things are alluring, and are 
given far too much attention, even by 
those who, if questioned, would say that 
they are Christians. Present-day enter- 
tainment is made most attractive, and 
every effort will be made to draw us 
back to things that have no part in the 
life of the Christian, unless a definite 
break has been made at the time of con- 
version, a separation from all that would 
interfere with spiritual growth. If 
earth’s gay activities are not entirely 
forsaken, prayer will be cold and formal, 
lifeless, and perhaps even meaningless. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Be strong and of good courage, 
and do it: fear not, nor be dis- 
mayed: for the Lord God, even my 
God, will be with thee; he will 
not fail thee, nor forsake thee” 
(1 Chron. 28:20). 























the sure promise, “There hath no temp- 
tation taken you but such as is common 
to man: but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able; but wil} with the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that ye may 
be able to bear it” (1 Cor 10:13). And 
whether the testing and trials be dis- 
ciplinary, or designed to bring about our 
growth and development, we can 
“greatly rejoice, though now for a sea- 
son, if need be, ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations [trials]; 
that the trial of your faith, being much 
more precious than of gold that perish- 
eth, though it be tried with fire, might 
be found unto praise and honour and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ” 
(1 Pet, 1:7). 


to Prayer 
Williams 


Another reason for lack of prayer is 
the flesh, which plays its part, objecting 
when things are hard. A period of time 
spent on the knees is not a comfortable 
time, and the flesh cries out, “I want 
an easy chair.” Time spent kneeling in 
the darkness of the night, when the body 
is cold and weary, is not an easy time, 
and the flesh protests, “I want my warm 
and comfortable bed.” 

If one is fortunate enough to belong 
to a church that has a monthly day of 
prayer and fasting, just about noon on 
that day the flesh will say emphatically, 
“I want food.” The enemy of our souls 
hates a day of prayer and fasting. Peo- 
ple think more clearly when their stom- 
achs are not full, and they pray in a 
more relaxed attitude when not thinking 
of a good meal, so the Devil tries to 
keep their thoughts on food. He wants 
them to yield to that desire, and leave 
the meeting for lunch. He may even 
get them to thinking, “I may develop 
a headache if I miss my coffee,” but the 
break in the day may be longer than 
planned, and miieh precious time for 
prayer be lost. 

One part of the Devil’s business is to 
upset the prayer hour, and he tries vari- 
ous methods, one of which is to cause 
thoughts to wander. He is delighted if 
we are troubled with lack of concen- 
tration when the hour for prayer arrives. 
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As we pray, problems in the life of the 
one being prayed for flash into mind, and 
after a period of time, we are aston- 
ished to discover that we have not been 
praying, but have gone on with a line 
of thought about the one for whom we 
have been interceding, not realizing that 
our thoughts have wandered. 

Another plan of the Enemy to inter- 
fere with the prayer hour is to see that 
interruptions come during the period set 
aside for prayer—interruptions not ob- 
jectionable in themselves but disas- 
trous to the prayer time. Neighbors 
come in. for a friendly chat; the tele- 
phone rings; the children come with 
their numerous questions and problems, 
some of them so urgent that they must 
have immediate attention. And even 
the postman sometimes disturbs the 
prayer hour. He brings letters and 
magazines, and Satan whispers, “There 
will be plenty of time for prayer after 
all those letters and good magazines 
have been read.” The attitude pleasing 
to God is to lay the mail aside reso- 
lutely until the time of prayer is over. 

Satan also will try to show the home- 
keeper how vastly important it is to 
have everything in perfect order before 
she goes to the prayer room. He wants 
us to believe that much in life is of 
more consequence than prayer; in fact, 
that prayer is of small significance. He 
even may try to make the prayer time 
seem so irksome that, as one woman ex- 
pressed it, it seemed literally impossible 
to drag herself to her place of prayer, 
her feet almost refusing to take her 
there. This may be an extreme case, 
but there are no limits to_ what Satan 
will attempt in order to induce a prayer 
warrior to postpone praying. 

How cunning, how crafty he is! He 
may try to deceive us, persuading us 
that we have prayed much longer than 
we have. One minister, addressing his 
congregation, expressed the opinion that 
the average Christian spent only about 
five minutes in daily prayer. After the 
service one of those present told the 
pastor that he thought that statement 
was not accurate, 

“Would you be willing to try an ex- 
periment in order to see which of us is 
right?” suggested the pastor. “Pray as 
usual, and then see just how long you 
prayed.” 

“IT don’t believe in timing prayer,” re- 
plied the other, “but just to prove my 
point, I’ll do it.” 

After the service the following Sun- 
day, the minister asked the objector what 
was the result of timing his prayer, to 
which the man replied, “I thought my 
watch had stopped.” If many of us 
today would time our praying, we would 
be astonished to discover how little time 
we, spend talking to the Heavenly 
Father who “daily loadeth us with 


benefits.” 
Laziness, too, is a cause of prayerless- 
ness. Prayer, agonizing prayer, is no 
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easy task, and those who are looking 
for a life of ease do not care to make 
much effort in prayer. Hence there is 
often just a sleepy prayer at bedtime— 
a brief prayer for loved ones and for 
safety throughout the night, forgetting 
the countless thousands in desperate 
need of prayer, missionaries, for instance, 
who are in difficult and dangerous places. 

Doubtless there is much indifference 
in the matter of prayer. No one would 
neglect it, if he felt it was of supreme 
importance. Many parents with unsaved 
children seem shockingly unconcerned 
about their children’s salvation, knowing 
that these sons and daughters would miss 
the joys of eternity in the presence of 
the King of kings, if they died unsaved. 
One would think that these parents 
would spend long hours, perhaps whole 
nights, in earnest prayer for the salva- 
tion of their children. 

The prayer hour is a private time. 
No one knows how much time is spent 
in the private devotions of others. Most 
Christians go to church with regularity. 
and it is evident to all if they are ab- 
sent; but the prayer time is a secret 
matter between the soul and God. If 
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it is neglected, no one else will know, 
except that the soul’s leanness will grow 
increasingly apparent. “We are indeed 
unprofitable servants,” should be the 
confession of Christians who neglect 
prayer, and indeed we are unprofitable, 
if we do not take advantage of this 
priceless privilege of prayer. 

One Christian was burdened about the 
spiritual life of the youth of his genera- 
tion, and, after discussing with certain 
groups a program for the young peo- 
ple, decided to write to the President of 
the United States asking for a confer- 
ence on this important matter. Soon he 
received word that he could have a five- 
minute interview, the day and hour be- 
ing given. How carefully he planned 
what he would say! He eliminated every 
unnecessary word, and when the mes- 
sage was ready, he timed it to be sure it 
did not exceed the allotted time. He 
planned his trip so as to reach Wash- 
ington in plenty of time. He was not 
a moment late in reaching the White 
House, and, of course, there was much 
prayer about the entire venture. 

We do not have to make an appoint- 


(Continued on page 205) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Masonry and Christianity 


In Tue Sunpay ScuHoot Times of 
January 8, p. 6, there is an article by 
Dr. R. T. Ketcham quoted from the 
Baptist Bulletin. 

In this article concerning Masonic 
ritual there is not one word of truth. 
Having helped work the initiation on 
four candidates last week, and having 
taken all thirty-two degrees in Masonry 
myself, I know what I am talking 
about. 

I believe that article, read by many 
women and children who have no way 
of knowing it is untrue, will do un- 
known harm to an organization that 
does its best to support and fill the 
pews in our churches. 

After reading this article, I begin 
to wonder how many in the past were 
falsehoods. If we can’t have the truth 
in a Sunday school paper, where can 
we expect it? 

I hereby request that your paper do 
something as soon as possible in a 
future issue to declare that article as 
untrue and unfounded—A Massa- 
chusetts reader. 

The Editor wrote Dr. R. T. Ketcham, 
the editor of the Baptist Bulletin, re- 
garding the quotation published in the 
Times. His reply to the Massachusetts 
reader follows: 


Your criticism is expressed in pretty 
strong language, and believing, as you 
apparently do, I can quite understand 
how you felt justified in the use of such 
strong condemnation. But my dear 
brother, I must inform you that, in spite 
of the fact that you are a Mason, you 








apparently know very little about your 
own order; at least about what your 
own leaders have said about it in 
authentic books. Do you have in your 
possession Mr. Wilmshurst’s book en- 
titled, “The Masonic Initiation’? Do 
you have in your possession Mr. Wilms- 
hurst’s book, “The Meaning of Masonry”? 
Mr. Wilmshurst ought to be in a position 
to speak from first-hand knowledge, 
since he was the president of the In- 
stalled Masters Association of Hudders- 
field. On pages 215-220 of “The Masonic 
Initiation” you will find such statements 
as the following: 

It is well for a man to be born in a 
church, but terrible for him to die in 
one; for in religion there must be growth. 
A young man is to be censored who fails 
to attend the church of his nation; the 
elderly man is equally to be censored if 
he does attend—he ought to have out- 
grown what the church offers and to have 
attained a higher order of religious life. 

And again: ” 

Is not the turnover of so many essen- 
tially religious minded people from the 
churches to Masonry, due largely to the 
fact that the churches fail entirely in 
providing what the Mysteries of the past 
always did? 

Still another quotation from these pages 
by the same author is: 

Each human life is a bulb, providen- 
tially planted in some pot, some religion, 
some church. If it fulfills the law of its 
nature it will outgrow that pot. 

And one final quotation from Mr. Wilms- 
hurst: 

Those who feel the need of richer fare 


(Continued on page 217) 
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As a Man Thinketh 


Why our inmost thoughts need to be 


guarded and controlled 


God knows and sees. It is a life 

of thoughts that never find expres- 
sion; a life of ambitions that are never 
realized; a life of resolutions that are 
never carried into effect. It is a life 
of whose existence our dearest ones may 
never have dreamed; it is a life that we 
live alone. So our life, as it is seen by 
others, can be completely different from 
the secret life that they never see. The 
outer life may be lovely and apparently 
pure and calm, while the inner life may 
be one of foulness and every degree 
of impurity and strife. 

God showed a scandalous sight to Eze- 
kiel. It was the private life of the elders 
of Israel. Through a secret entrance 
he came into a hidden chamber where 
the elders engaged in their guilty prac- 
tice. “So I went in and saw; and be- 
hold every form of creeping things, and 
abominable beasts, and all the idols of 
the house of Israel, pourtrayed upon the 
wall round about. And there stood be- 
fore them seventy men of the ancients 
of the house of Israel, and in the midst 
of them stood Jaazaniah the son of Sha- 
phan, with every man his censer in his 
hand; and a thick cloud of incense went 
up” (Ezek, 8:10, 11). The old men who 
should have been examples to the 
younger generations were found by the 
prophet to have kept idols in their pri- 
vate chambers. In the sanctuary they 
were still going through the ritual of 
worshiping God. When they were safely 
hidden in their chambers they were en- 
joying their degrading idolatry, and then 
appearing in the streets as good living 
men. They were careful for their repu- 
tation so they would not share in the 
open idolatry of the mass of the people. 
These venerable hypocrites only aggra- 
vated their guilt by their cowardly de- 
ception. The sins that the world sees 
are only a few of the fruits of sin, the 
root of which is in the heart. 


When We Are Alone 


The shameful sin of a double life may 
be practiced in other ways, and in dif- 
ferent kinds of secret chambers. The 
thoughts of a man’s life are often a 
secret locked in his own bosom. Some 
thoughts are never uttered to others, 
but are only whispered in the silence of 
the soul. They may be thoughts of love, 
goodness, and purity; on the other hand, 
there may be the lust which our Lord 
condemned. There may be evil thoughts 
about God; secret murmurings against 
His dealings; unexpressed rebellion 
against His will; a heart complaining 
against the place in which He has put 
us. If these thoughts were expressed 


K ‘ca of us lives a life that only 


in words they would be blasphemy. There 
may be evil thoughts about men—angry, 
envious, spiteful, malicious thoughts. If 
these thoughts were expressed in words 
they would be cursing, and in deeds 
they would be murder. They may be 
there while they do not find expression, 
for men are ashamed to do openly all 
they have in their hearts, hence pas- 
sions’ fire burns in the breast. This is 
the test: What is our life like when we 
are alone? What is in our thoughts? 

When sin is in the mind and so secret, 
it appears to be innocent, but that is 
only part of its awful deception. A hid- 
den cancer is far more perilous than an 
external rash. Sin that is not evident 
is nevertheless real. Secret faults sap 
the vital energy of life. We cannot har- 
bor an unclean thought without having 
it leave a mark. Every such mark im- 
pairs our power to see what is beautiful 
and to do what is right. A well-known 
painter once declared that he dared not 
look at a bad picture. It influenced him 
so tremendously for days afterward 
that he could not paint well. All sin, 
even secret sin, is opposed to the God 
who is holy, and so takes sides with the 
Devil. When our Lord gives a cata- 
logue of sin He puts “evil thoughts” at 
the head (Matt. 15:19). 


A Man’s True Worship 


Our words may give only a misleading 
view of ourselves, but our thoughts 
never do that. The inner life is what 
we really are, so that when we know 
a man’s thoughts we know the man. As 
Matthew Henry puts it: “We are that 
really, both to God and to man, which 
we are inwardly.” The words of the 
wise are these: “As he thinketh in his 
heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7). The secrets 
of the hidden chamber revealed the 
secret selves and so the true lives of 
these Israelites. “A man’s true wor- 
ship is not the worship he performs in 
the public temple, but that which he 
offers down in that little private cham- 
ber where nobody goes but himself” (A. 
Maclaren). 

A minister was shown into a large and 
beautiful library stored with exquisitely 
bound copies of the works of all the 
masters of literature. He went to the 
shelves and began to look at these ex- 
quisite volumes. At length he came to 
a fine edition of Chaucer. He took 
down the “Canterbury Tales,” one by 
one, each tale beautifully illustrated in 
a separate volume. _ He found the pages 
of most of the volumes uncut! Their 


condition seemed to indicate the owner’s 
inability to appreciate his possessions. 
As the minister handled them, he found 
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By GORDON CHILVERS 


one cut all through. It was almost the 
only filthy tale in the whole collection. 
What a serious influence this must have 
had on the owner’s mind! 


The inner life is not without its in- 
dication in the outer life. What we are 
in secret will sooner or later become 
public. Sin, however carefully it is hid- 
den, creeps out of the dark like a loath- 
some beetle. It rests at last upon the 
unhappy head of the transgressor. While 
in Heaven that hidden sin is already 
an open scandal, earth will soon share 
it. It is often found that the carefully 
guarded secret has long ceased to be a 
secret even among men. Ultimately our 
reputation catches up with us, and soon 
character and reputation are the same 
thing. 


Unrebuked Thoughts 


Sometimes we see someone, who has 
been pursuing a steady and honorable 
course, overcome by sin, We are shocked 
and saddened, and are at a loss for an 
explanation. Yet we must face the fact 
that a man can do only that which was 
in his heart to do. The truth is that 
some wrong thoughts were allowed to 
enter that man’s mind. They should 
have been rebuked and dismissed, but 
they were permitted. 


A great old willow tree stood on the 
southwest corner of the Wheaton 
campus. Large of girth and sturdy of 
stature, it had stood there for many 
generations. One lovely spring day, 
when there was no wind or storm, sud- 
denly the old tree fell prostrate to the 
ground. In one sense it fell suddenly, 
and yet in another it did not, for it could 
be seen that its heart had been slowly 
pulverized by parasites. At long last the 
inner weakness had become outwardly 
apparent. So those thoughts that the 
man knew were injurious and dangerous, 
but which he did not condemn, began 
to work within him. They dulled his 
moral senses and prepared him to yield 
himself to the first sudden occasion to 
sin. There are thoughts that are impure 
and unholy, and that may even be cher- 
ished and gloated over. These imagin- 
ings are followed quickly by strong and 
passionate desires that are seen in acts 
that are foul and unclean. That is the 
secret history of every sin. As Thomas 
a Kempis puts it: “First there cometh 
to the mind a bare thought of evil, then 
a strong imagination thereof, afterwards 
delight and evil motion, then consent.” 
First there is just a thought—that is the 
beginning. But it. is the governing of 
that thought that means blessing or ruin. 


God sees the secret life. He saw it 
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before He showed it to Ezekiel. There 
is no “creature that is not manifest in 
his sight: but all things are naked and 
opened unto the eyes of him with whom 
we have to do” (Heb. 4:13). God is 
very much interested in our private 
lives. The men of Jerusalem had over- 
looked this fact and left God out of their 
reckoning. “For they say, The Lord 
seeth us not; the Lord hath forsaken 
the earth.” The eye of God gazes down 
into every soul seeing its inmost secret 
thoughts. He knows us better than we 
know ourselves. The cloak of hypocrisy 
is not the thinnest of veils between us 
and God., J. H. Jowett says: “Our Lord 
has always known what is in every man. 
Everything is transparent. The rosebush 
does not hide the refuse heap. The stage 
play of piety does not conceal the life 
behind the scenes. We have no secret 
chambers. He knows all about our most 
private rooms. Here, at any rate, all 
camouflage is useless. He sees the 
thought that has never yet found words. 
He sees the ugly purpose that is hiding 
like a snake in the grass. He sees the 
desire that will not die, but that will 
not show its face in the street. The 
Lord knows all about us. We are glass- 
houses, and everything is manifest.” 

When the light of God falls into those 
secret chambers of ours we are shocked 
as if we were stricken. For we see what 
it reveals. Who has not felt, at least 
at times, a sense of inconsistency be- 
tween the regard in which others may 
hold him, and the reality of which he 
is conscious within himself? When 
Pestalozzi, the German philanthropist, 
was presented with a wreath, he put it 
gently away, saying: “Crowns are not 
for me, but for the innocent.” 

The secret life will at last be clear to 
all. “For God shall bring every work 
into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil” (Eccles. 12:14). God “both will 
bring to light the hidden things of dark- 
ness, and make manifest the counsels of 
the hearts” (1 Cor, 4:5). “We must be 
made manifest like an open book, right 
in the presence of Christ” (A. T. Robert- 
son). Many things which have been kept 
from fellow believers will lose their 
secrecy as they receive the full blaze of 
divine light. It is indeed a prospect 
that should give us much concern. 

If we allow impure artists to paint 
foul pictures on the walls of our imag- 
ination, we cannot be sure that we shall 
ever, in this life, completely erase them, 
not even in the later years when our 
soul abhors them. Bishop Hopkins puts 
it this way: “The least sin, if let alone 
in the heart, will, like a small speck 
in fruit, spread to a total rottenness.” 

How are we to control our thoughts? 
The most religious and some of the best 
men of the world have found it impos- 
sible. 

Paul gives us the antidote to a sensu- 
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ous mind. “Whatsoever things are true, 
o + moment, ... just... pute, ..«. lovely, 

. of good report; .. . think on these 
things” (Phil. 4:8). If there are pure 


thoughts present in the mind, the evil 
thoughts cannot gain an entrance. The 
principle is somewhat quaintly stated by 
Brother Juniper, the Franciscan: “When 
carnal desires come, I occupy myself 
with holy meditations and holy desires, 
and so when the carnal suggestion 
knocks at the door of my heart, I say 
to it, ‘Begone, for the house is already 
full, and there is no more room for any 
guests.’” If a man always crushes evil 
thoughts, and they come to the purest 
mind, then temptation is defeated at the 
very outset. We have to master our be- 
Setting thoughts before we can master 
our besetting sins. “In company guard 
your tongue; in solitude, your heart, Our 
words need watching; but so also do our 
thoughts and imaginations, which grow 
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most active when we are alone” (C. H. 
Spurgeon). 

We need to pray continually the 
prayer of the Psalmist: “Create in me 
a clean heart, O God”; “Cleanse thou 
me from secret faults” (Psa. 51:10; 
19:12). David knew the need of inward 
purity, because it was in his heart that 
his own sin had been born. If sin is 
broken when it is in the heart, then it 
is broken completely. David, when 
speaking of a clean heart, uses the same 
word for “create” that Moses used of 
God when He created the world. For 
the God who could create a universe is 
the only one who could create a clean 


heart. By the grace of God we can lead 
every thought into captivity (2 Cor. 
10:5). 


May our thoughts be such that we 
would not mind who knew them at any 
time. 

Norwicu, ENG. 


VI. Neo-Orthodoxy Based on Philosophy 


A philosophy that has already revolted against God 


T HAS already been indicated that 
Neo-Orthodoxy is based upon philos- 

ophy. Barth’s denial of this cannot be 
taken too seriously in the light of his 
admission that he never denies without 
affirming and never affirms without de- 
nying. Students of Neo-Orthodoxy, 
whether friend or foe, trace its foun- 
dation to the existential philosophy of 
Soren Kierkegaard. 

Thus Edward J. Carnell writes: 

The existential foundation of the 
new theology was laid by Soren 
Kierkegaard. He bequeathed to Barth, 
Brunner, and Niebuhr their dialecti- 
cal framework. He was the master 
existentialist.1 
Dr, Helmut Kuhn, Professor of Philos- 

ophy at Emory University, Georgia, 
agrees with Carnell: 

In our own time, Kar] Barth’s existen- 
tialist theology shifted the emphasis 
from the paradox of Incarnation to 
the hearing of the Word of God by 
man prepared for this communion 
through crisis. But by and large this 
was Still a development of Kierke- 
gaard’s answer.? 

Cornelius Van Til, in “The New Mod- 
ernism,” traces in detail the philosophi- 
cal background of Neo-Orthodoxy. A 
single quotation will suffice here: 

That is to say, Barth and Brunner 
have never given up the right of the 
autonomous man to determine the 
nature of possibility. The lesson they 
have learned on this score from 


1“The Theology of Reinhold Niebuhr” (p. 
33), by Edward J. Carnell. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) 

2“Existentialism,” by Helmut Kuhn, in 
“Theology Today” (p. 321), Oct., 1949. 
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ophy, and farther back from Kant has 

been put into practice at every point.3 

These quotations could be added to 
at length. Almost every article or book 
on Neo-Orthodoxy has some mention of 
its indebtedness to Kierkegaard and ex- 
istence philosophy. 

But what is existentialism? A detailed 
answer is unnecessary, but it will prove 
helpful to note its fundamental charac- 
teristic. David E. Roberts, Professor of 
Philosophy of Religion at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, has given this answer: 

The fundamental claim of existen- 
tialism is simply that since each man 
knows reality only through himself, 
it is important to recognize that “him- 
self” involves the whole man and not 
just the intellect.4 
J. M. Spier, in his book “Christianity 

and Existentialism,” has a chapter on 
“The Distinguishing Characteristics of 
Existentialism.” In this context he 
writes: 

Existentialist philosophy is sustained 
and nurtured by the ideal of person- 
ality. It strives to attain a philosoph- 
ical foundation of the idea of man as 
an absolute autonomous being whose 
existence is characterized by absolute 
freedom.5 
Van Til’s discussion of Existenz philos- 

ophy reaches a similar conclusion: 

In the philosophy of Ezistenz we 





*“The New Modernism” (p. 328), by Cor- 
nelius Van Til. 

4“Faith and Freedom in Existentialism,” by 
David E. Roberts, in ‘‘Theology Today” (p. 
470), Jan., 1952. 

5“Christianity and Existentialism” (p. 110), 
by J. M. Spier. (Presbyterian & Reformed 
Pub. Co., Philadelphia 6; $3.) 
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have the apotheosis (deification) of 
the would-be autonomous man.é 
J. M. Spier concludes that self-deifi- 
cation is the goal of the atheistic existen- 
tial philosophy of Jean Paul Sartre: 
What is for Sartre the ideal of hu- 
man existence? Deification, man must 
become as God! The deepest passion 
of man is to become free from all 
connection with matter. He must de- 
tach himself from his own body and 
become separate from the world which 
surrounds and stifles him. The goal 
of man is to become self-sufficient. 
He must become his own foundation 
and rest in himself. Man must con- 
stitute himself as God and thus be 
his own highest good.7 


The Neo-Orthodox theologians are em- 
barrassed by the atheism of Sartre. 
However, they overlook the fact that 
their own philosophical presuppositions, 
if logically followed, end in the same 
conclusion. A philosophy that seeks ulti- 
mate truth through the mind of self- 
sufficient man has already revolted 
against God and His revelation (1 Cor. 
2:14). Feeling after God in such fashion 
the seeker wakes up to find he has hold 
of his own bootstraps. He has identified 
himself with God. His theology is an- 
thropology. Van Til concludes that this 
is the logical terminus of Neo-Ortho- 
doxy: 

The “wholly other” of Barth and 
Brunner has been shown to be not 
wholly other at all, inasmuch as he 
is correlative to his complete identifi- 
cation with man.8 


It soon enough appears, however, 
that in all this Barth, like Kierkegaard 
before him, is but clearing the ground 
for a rationalism and monism in which 
all difference between God and man is 
finally removed.® 


In a review of Barth’s “Church Dog- 
matics” Van Til concludes with this sig- 
nificant summary: 

Never in the history of the church 
has the triune God been so completely 
and inextricably intertwined with his 
own creature as he has been in mod- 
ern dialectical thought.1° 
In the Crisis Christology Quarterly 

Rousas John Rushdoony defends the cor- 
rectness of Van Til’s analysis of Neo- 
Orthodoxy as outlined in “The New 
Modernism.” Rushdoony’s argument is 
substantiated by the following quotation 
from Dr. Hans P. Ehrenberg, a friend 
and an associate of Barth: 

Can't we extend this same kind of 
thinking to the realm of theology? 
... Yes, if Christ is the “Thou” prin- 
ciple, the objective ground of Truth 


®“The New Modernism” (p. 124), by Cor- 
nelius Van Til. 

™“Christianity and Existentialism” (p. 67), 
by J. M. Spier. 

8“The New Modernism” (p. 367), by Cor- 
nelius Van Til. 

*Ibid. (p 360). 

10*‘Has Karl Barth Become Orthodox?” by 
Cornelius Van Til, in the ‘“‘Westminster Theo- 
logical Journal” (p. 191) ev, 1984. 
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and Life, what then is Deity itself, 

the Unity-in-Trinity, but the gram- 

matical declension of the personal pro- 

noun—I, Thou, We? !1 

Sufficient evidence has been produced 
to show that Neo-Orthodoxy, carried to 
its logical conclusion, teaches the deity 
of man. That this conclusion is not 
openly acknowledged is not surprising. 
The old Modernism also tried to hide its 
poison behind pious phrases. Satan still 
appears as an angel of light. Neo-Or- 
thodoxy looks like a lamb but speaks 
as a dragon, and its language is the 
doctrine of Antichrist. 


THE UNIVERSALISM OF NEO-ORTHODOXY 


In conclusion, it should be noted that, 
whereas the identification of man and 
God is denied by Neo-Orthodoxy, its 
universalism is apparent and uSually ac- 
knowledged. In a recent article in The- 
ology Today, Sherwood Eddy confesses 
his own belief in universalism and counts 
upon the fellowship of Nels Ferre and 
Kar] Barth in this doctrine: 


It will be counted by some of the 
orthodox as my final heresy if I say 
that I rejoice that Nels Ferre and Karl 
Barth—neither of whom has yet a 
closed system or a closed mind—‘“seem 
to be turning to a universalist doctrine 
that in the end all are saved.” 12 
That Nels Ferre has actually turned 

to such a doctrine is evident from his 
own words: 


According to the very meaning of 
sovereign love, however, God both can 
and will have all to be saved. The 
Bible, in its largest and deepest logic, 
also affirms that with God all things 
are possible and that he would have 
all to be saved and come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth. Among the num- 
berless unthinking people an immature 
and unworthy eschatology espousing 
eternal hell is unfortunately still prev- 
alent, vitiating Christian ethics at its 
very heart.13 
The following from Barth has little 

meaning apart from universalism: 


And “Christ in us” understood in its 
whole Pauline breadth is a warning 
that we shall do well not to build again 
the fence which separated the chosen 
from the rest—Jews from Gentiles and 
so-called Christians from _ so-called 
non-Christians. The community of 
Christ is a building open on every side, 
for Christ died for all—even for the 
folk outside. There is in us, over us, 
behind us, and beyond us a conscious- 
ness of the meaning of life, a memory 
of our own origin, a turning to the 
Lord of the universe, a critical No and 
a creative Yes in regard to all the con. 
tent of our thought, a facing away 
from the old and toward the new age 





1. “‘Rushdoony’s Letter for Coles,” by Rousas 
John Rushdoony, in “Crisis Christology Quar- 
terly” (p. 23), Spring, 1948. 

122 ‘‘What I Believe,” by Sherwood Eddy, in 
“Theology Today” (p. 509), Jan., 1954. 

18 “Present Responsibility and Future Hope,” 
by Nels F. S. Ferre, in ‘‘Theology Today” (p. 
493), Jan., 1952. 
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—whose sign and fulfillment is the 

cross.14 

Van Til summarizes the universalism 
of Barth in the following paragraph: 

Involved in the Activism of Barth 

is his universalism. For Barth all 
revelation is in itself reconciliation. 
This he asserts directly and indirectly 
with great frequency. Only those who 
hear are saved, or rather are being 
saved. Yet no one exists who does not 
hear. Man’s true existence consists 
in his being spoken to and hearing and, 
therefore, in his being reconciled.15 

The orthodox critics of Neo-Orthodoxy 
have frequently noted its universalism, 
but have failed to press their advantage 
at this point. After all, why all the 
debate about the orthodoxy of Neo-Or- 
thodoxy when it embraces this heresy 
of heresies? All of the professed devo- 
tion to orthodoxy on the part of the new 
theology is exactly canceled by its real 
devotion to universalism—the doctrine 
of Satan. 

The negative form of Satan’s life, “Ye 
shall not surely die,” is just as sinful 
as its positive counterpart, “Ye shall be 
as gods.” The acceptance of the premise 
involves the acceptance of the conclu- 
sion. When Eve believed that she could 
have self-sufficient life apart from God, 
she had already believed all the lie of 
Satan. Just so, Neo-Orthodoxy’s denial 
of the doctrine of spiritual death involves 
belief that man has autonomous life. 
This is the doctrine of Antichrist and 
identifies Neo-Orthodoxy with the apos- 
tasy of the last days. 





“ “The Word of God and the Word of Man” 
(p. 274), by Karl Barth. 

%‘*The New Modernism” (p. 157), by Cor- 
nelius Van Til. 


(To be continued) 
we 


Hindrances to Prayer 
(Continued from second page) 


ment with the Heavenly Father. We may 
enter his presence at any hour of day 
or night. Yet many of His followers 
lack appreciation of this wonderful priv- 
ilege that is ours. We need not write 
out our prayers, watching the clock to 
see that our prayers are not too long. 
Our Heavenly Father appreciates our 
willingness to come to Him, and listens 
eagerly to every word that we utter, 
even though we may speak hesitatingly, 
falteringly. 

If we have grown careless and indif- 
ferent about prayer, let us firmly resolve 
that we will take full advantage of this 
privilege. Then we “shall be strong and 
do exploits,” for God. Prayer is the 
greatest weapon that the Christian has, 
and the only one that will put the Devil 
to flight. “If an exact record were kept 
in Heaven of the time we spent this 
year in prayer, what would it amount to? 
Would the meager sum not account for 
our little progress in grace and our lack 
of effectiveness in service for our Lord?” 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





received from a little group of 

Christians in Northern Bolivia a 
gift of 100,000 bolivianos. This goes 
back to a visit of George Allen, trans- 
lator of Scripture and colporteur, who 
found in this region a retired professor 
named Ribera, an evangelical Christian 
who loved the Bible. This contact was 
the prologue to extensive Bible circula- 
tion which continued after his death 
under the leadership of his son An- 
thony. The community is both pros- 
perous and generous, and “the Lord’s 
portion” is no meaningless phrase to 
them. The list of those contributing 
includes thirty-three of the name 
Ribera. Evidently the words of Paul 
to the Philippian jailer are here applic- 
able, “Thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house.” The great Spanish thinker, 
Unamoto, once wrote of Latin America: 
“Its need is the fertilizing of its spiritual 
soil. Flowers may grow under the snow, 
but never in the sand. Life in Spanish 
America needs to be enriched with spir- 
itual humus.” This is what Scripture 
does, 

For example! Just before her death, 
Miss Mildred Cable visited Argentina 
with her comrades, the Misses French. 
One of their concerns was to stimulate 
Christian women of these Latin Ameri- 
can countries to do their part in Bible 
Society work. How well they succeeded! 
Since then Senorita Lizza, who was ap- 
pointed to initiate women’s work in the 
River Plate Agency (Buenos Aires and 
Montevideo), has traveled incessantly, 
making contacts with women’s groups of 
all kinds, with the result that prayer 
and Bible reading and Scripture selling 
have all flowered amazingly, and the 
Society is firmly planted in the interest 
and affection of thousands who before 
had scarcely heard of it. 


Tw British Bible Society has lately 


Other South American Notes.—In spite 
of the persecution in Colombia, Bible 
circulation continues unabated. The 
Bible depot in Bogota receives frequent 
visits from university professors, lin- 
guists, journalists, and even Roman 
priests. “We sell many Greek Testa- 
ments, as they are used in some Cath- 
olic seminaries. In this most difficult 
year, 131,000 Scriptures were sold, which 
included 9,000 Bibles.” 

A year ago last Christmas, the Evan- 
gelical Choral Group, representing the 
Protestant churches of Rio de Janeiro, 
at the invitation of the City Council, 
sang Christmas music on the steps of the 
city hall to thousands of hearers. 

The Gospel is going “to every crea- 
ture” even to the degraded Guaharibos 
of Brazil, who travel naked, have no 


permanent shelter, live on the fish of 
the rivers along which they wander. An 
attempt is being made to put the Gospel 
of Mark into their tongue. 

In Chile the term of reproach for a 
Protestant is Canuto, It derives from the 
name of the first pastor of a little church 
in La Serena, Juan Canut de Bon. 
Canut was a Roman Catholic seeking 
salvation as Luther before him and who, 
after nine years, found what he sought 
in a tattered copy of the New Testa- 
ment which he picked out of a waste- 
paper basket in a railway station. That 
book worked a miracle in his heart, and 
its influence is still felt in Chile. He was 
so hated because of his fiery evange- 
lism that his name is preserved as a 
term of abuse—Canuto! 


Perhaps the justest and most pertinent 
appraisal of the World Council of 
Churches’ meeting in Evanston came 
from an English delegate, Sir Kenneth 
Grubb. It closes an estimate of the 
meetings in several pages with: 

“If paper could save the world, the 
World Council would have saved it long 
ago. Paper is necessary. Without it 
we would not have our Bibles. But it 
does not save. It is life given, and sac- 
rifice embraced, and resurrection hailed 
in triumph that save.” 


Former Premier Mendes-France’s 
milk-drinking campaign has a strong 
background in France. The following 
affirmation by Mme. Picard, in her re- 
port to the Economic Council of the 
French Government, was approved by 
a vote of 131 to 15. 

It was first declared that while France 
consumed the pitiable amount of 105 
liters a year per capita, the normal hygi- 
enic amount ought to reach 73 million 
hektoliters yearly for the nation. 

“Education in milk consumption should 
be carried out in the schools, following 
the same education in the family—espe- 
cially in the school canteens, which serve 
800,000 children of primary grade. 

“Milk should be introduced into the 
family as a substitute for alcoholic 
drinks. The dairy interest undertakes 
propaganda for milk at athletic events, 
agricultural meetings, in housekeeping 
exhibitions, and so on. The successes 
which they have already attained should 
encourage them to work this field fur- 
ther. 

“Intense propaganda should also be 
taken by public authorities in favor of 
milk.” 


Gospel recordings have now been 
made in a clean thousand languages 
and dialects. Scores of these records 
are going to places entirely hew to 


By ERNEST GORDON 


missionary effort. This is a great feat in 
the annals of the Kingdom of God, and 
has been done outside of organizations 
and with the slightest financial backing. 

Alongside of this we should mention 
Christian Radio City, Manila, begun in 
great individual self-sacrifice, now 
broadcasting twenty hours a day over 
the Far East. “At present we are oper- 
ating 292 hours each month on five For- 
mosan transmitters. Two hundred and 
eighteen more hours are obtainable if 
provision is made. The cost of a single 
broadcast is only $1.20.” This radio has 
a Bible correspondence course, training 
in Bible and personal work. 

One rejoices in the fact that the Con- 
verted Catholic is enlarging its size to 
double the present.. That means vastly 
more information about Rome. Christ's 
Mission, which it represents, is planning 
to open a home for converted priests, 
where they can be helped in making 
the transition from Rome to Christ. 
(Address: Christ’s Mission, Inc., Dr. 
Walter M. Montano, Exec. Dir., 27 E. 
22nd St., New York City 10.) 


A National Teachers’ Christian Fellow- 
ship has been formed with the co-opera- 
tion of the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals. Its constitution was drawn up 
last June on the campus of Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, II1., and officers chosen. 
Reaching the teachers for Christ is the 
first goal. Then come recruitment of 
Christian teachers for the teaching pro- 
fession, the encouragement of effective 
Christian testimony within and outside 
the classroom, the affirmation of consti- 
tutional liberties in Christian teaching 
in both private and public schools. Im- 
mediate work will be the publicizing of 
the organization to Christian teachers 
throughout the U.S.A. and forming of 
local chapters. Membership is open to all 
Christian teachers who hold a valid 
county or state teacher’s license. For 
information apply to the National 
Teachers’ Christian Fellowship, P. O. Box 
298, Wheaton, Il. 


From Africa.—Word comes from the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance Kin- 
konzi station: “We have been having 
wonderful mass meetings lately with 
two or three thousand people out for 
a long day of services. Musical groups, 
trained in the Bible school and gradu- 
ates of the Bible school, have been taught 
to prepare the people and the grounds 
for such meetings. We look for the 
day when we will have ten thousand, 
and it may be very soon. Our loud- 
speakers are almost inadequate now for 
the crowds. 

The Presbyterian Kasai Mission tells 
of the newly established Jeunesse pour 
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Christ (“Youth for Christ”) on all ten 
stations save one. It is doing a splendid 
work in developing lay leadership among 
Congo young people. In an essay con- 
test, subjects were: “How Daily Bible 
Reading Helps Me in My Christian Life,” 
“What Christians Can Do To Help For- 
ward the Women and Girls of the Kasai,” 
“How Faith in Christ Removes the Fear 
of Death,” “Characteristics of a True 
Christian Family.” 

Mrs. Fulbrook of the English Baptist 
Mission speaks of women being chosen 
to serve as deacons with men, in some 
churches; mentions an “enquirer” whose 
husband had taken her enquirer’s card 
away from her because she had been 
smoking. Himself not a Christian, he 
felt it was not the right thing for a 
candidate for church membership to do. 

Polio has broken out in the Congo, and 
the Evangelical Medical Institute at 
Kimpese is fighting it. More than 160 
cases, mostly under 6 years, have been 
treated in 4 months. Splints are pre- 
pared, which enable children to walk 
in spite of paralyzed legs. Many had not 
walked at all. Others had managed to 
travel on all fours like a dog, by hop- 
ping on their one good leg, -by crawl- 
ing, or otherwise. Results are reported 
to be “gratifying.” But chronic cases 
are more difficult. 


The Butcheries in Croatia—Jean Ar- 
noux, writing in Le Christianisme, speaks 
of correspondents who object to their 
exposure “since it tends to hinder move- 
ments toward church unity.” We agree 
that it does! 

He quotes a Swiss nurse, living in Jugo- 
slavia and profoundly attached to the 
Serb people. She says that they are deeply 
troubled that such atrocities should have 
been committed in the name of God. 
“How many frightful stories I have 
heard, the personal experiences of suf- 
ferers! The (international) press in its 
entirety criticizes the uncompromising 
attitude of Tito toward the Vatican. Yet 
the whole Jugoslav people makes vehe- 
ment protest against Stepinak’s being 
made a cardinal, since he was the one 
most responsible for the horrors which 
they have suffered.” 

A letter from the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches at Geneva reads: 

“The Roman Church has succeeded in 
silencing all reports of the role which 
Archbishop Stepinak played in the 
bloody persecutions in Croatia, ten years 
ago. I was then pastor of the Swiss 
church in London. I received many 
copies of releases from the royal gov- 
ernment of Yugoslavia, then in exile in 
London, calling the attention of the civ- 
ilized world to the wicked operations of 
the Roman Church, It represented the 
old royal tradition of Servia, and hence 
its plea was the more pathetic. Alas, 
for reasons of high politics, the Allied 
services of information never allowed the 
truth to be made known and therein 
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evidently did a great service to the 
Church of Rome.” 

To Protestants who “think we should 
not dwell on these unhappy things,” M. 
Arnoux says: “I leave you to meditate 
on the sufferings of the poor, persecuted 
Serbs. You perhaps dream of a Prot- 
estantism which has lost its cutting edge. 
Oh, yes, the harness of war is hard to 
wear. Yet we are told to put on the 
whole armor of God. Our Lord came 
to earth as a sign of contradiction. He 
brought not peace but a sword, a spir- 
itual sword, be it understood. As to 
those who draw the sword of violence, 
‘they shall perish by the sword.’” 


The University of Tiibingen was, in 
the days of David F. Strauss and his asso- 
ciates, a center of German unbelief. 
Hence it is delightful to get, in 1954, more 
than a century-later, warm Christian tes- 
timony from one of its leading theolo- 
gians, Professor A, Koeberle. He is writ- 
ing on “growth in grace.” 

“Certainly the greatest miracle is and 
remains the forgiveness of sins. We 
cannot thank God enough for giving to 
us His own righteousness, of which we 
are ourselves undeserving. But we, who 
are redeemed from guilt, should be 
planted together with Christ ir a new 
body, a community of Christ. Because 
of this new union, the might of the cross 
and of the resurrection victory will 
stream through us so that we can grow 
in healing and sanctifying power.” 

Dr. Koeberle expresses gratitude to 
God that “through the testimony of the 
confessing church and the reorientation 
concerning the principles of the Refor- 
mation, in the last thirty years the teach- 
ing of sin and forgiveness, of judgment 
and reconciliation, have been given us 
in new clearness and depth. But the 
doctrine of obligations following the new 
birth, of the new obedience, of the grow- 
ing up in stature, of the complete man 
in Christ, of the ever fuller develop- 
ment in all good works, is not heard 
among us with the same insistence and 
power.” Then he goes on to explain 
how this new life may be attained. 

And this in Tiibingen, where once four 
shameless unbelievers, who occupied 
theological chairs, were transferred to 
the academic department because even 
the unbelief of the time could not 
stomach them in a divinity school. 


Incidents From the Mission Field.— 
World Dominion tells of the May Day 
celebration of 1954, a four-hour parade 
down the main street of Guatemala City. 
The labor unions carried Communist 
watchwords in praise of Russia and in 
criticism of the United States. An old 
man with a flowing beard marched alone 
with his placard: On one side it said, 
“Guatemala for Christ” and on the other, 
“What Guatemalan labor needs is Jesus! 
Jesus said, ‘Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.’” 
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Each time the parade stopped the old 
man would take off his hat to both sides 
of the street and make a little speech 
about Guatemala’s need for Christ. Then 
he would slip up a side street and start 
all over again. 

He is an ice cream vendor with a 
little pushcart and is a member of the 
Presbyterian church. All the days of 
the recent revolution, the Presbyterian 
churches of the capital city held daily 
prayer meetings at six a.m, to pray for 
their distressed country. 

The South African Outlook tells the 
story of a Rhodesian Negro boy who 
was converted and then determined to 
go to the Moody Bible Institute for 
training. He first walked two thousand 
miles to Cape Town and worked seven 
years there until he had saved enough 
to venture to America. After overcom- 
ing many difficulties connected with 
visas, and the like, he turned up at the 
Institute, where he studied for a num- 
ber of years, then married a colored 
student at Wheaton College, and is now 
back on the field in Rhodesia. 


* (7) 


The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
is pioneering in the remote interior of 
New Guinea among a prehistoric peo- 
ple. News has come of a serious up- 
rising led by a witch doctor and devil 
worshiper, who is calling on his followers 
to drive out all whites from the coun- 
try. Supplies for resident missionaries 
are being flown in and successfully drop- 
ped, another illustration of the service 
of air flight to missions in these closing 
years of the age. 

The Government of the island made 
an air survey of the area some years 
ago. After recounting the benefits of 
civilization that awaited these primitives, 
Morvan Lebebasque added ironically: 

“And you will learn to know the true 
God, the God Alcohol. Doubtless, he 
is even now on the march to you. I have 
seen him settle down on all Africa, 
straight from our stills and warehouses, 
overland by Hausa merchants, in the 
holds of ships, by pipeline. In Doula, 
where practically seventy per cent of 
the population is bound over to alco- 
holism, they take the black man’s wages 
and give him the time needed to drink, 
the time he has bought—one, two, or 
three minutes. Then they pass on to the 
next man.” 


The discovery of a rock-hewn chapel 
in the Garden of the Tomb (of Christ) 
is reported by the Jerusalem represen- 
tative of the Defender, Dr. John R. Turn- 
bull. It is some fifty feet below the 
Surface and has long been used as a 
cistern but went dry some weeks ago. 
Mr. S. J. Mattar, the caretaker of the 
Garden, explored by means of ladder and 
rope the now dry cistern and found it 
to be a very early church cut out of 
the rock to commemorate the resurrec- 
tion tomb. We shall await with great 
interest further information. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 13. MARCH 27. THE CHRISTIAN AND THE SOCIAL ORDER 


Matthew 5:13-16; Luke 10:29-37; Romans 13; Ephesians 4:17-32; 1 Peter 4:12-19; printed text, Matthew 5:13-16; 
Romans 13:8-10; 1 Peter 4:12-16 


Golden Text.—Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.—Rom. 12:21 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have 
lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men. 

14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an 
hill cannot be hid. 

15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unte all 
that are in the house. 

16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven. 


Rom. 13:8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: 
for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 

9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt 
not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false 
witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other 
commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, 


10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 


1 Pet. 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the 
fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you: 

13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings: that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may 
be glad also with exceeding joy. 


14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy 
are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: 
on their’ part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is 
giorified. 

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, 
or as an evildoer, or as a busSybody in other men’s matters. 

16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


LESSON which includes our 
A Lord’s reference to salt as a 

figure of the Christian life (Matt. 
5:13) inevitably raises the question of 
salt losing its savor, so we may as well 
begin there. 

In the issue of THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Trmes for September 28, 1935, the Notes 
on Open Letters carried an illuminating 
article on this subject. Part of it was 
from a missionary in Colombia, who 
offered a quotation from Parkhurst’s Lex- 
icon, as follows: “Our Lord’s supposi- 
ion of the salt’s losing its savor is well 
illustrated by Mr. Maundrell, who tells 
us that in the Valley of Salt near Gebul, 
and about four hours’ journey from 
Aleppo, there is a small precipice oc- 
casioned by the continual taking away 
of the salt. In this you may See the 
veins of it lie: I break a piece of it, 
of which the part that was exposed to 
the rain, sun, and air, though it had the 
sparks and particles of salt, yet it had 
perfectly lost its savor, as in Matthew 5. 
The innermost, which had been con- 
nected with the rock, retained its savor, 
as I found by proof.” 

Then follows the explanation of Ma- 
dame Layyah A..Barakat, Syrian Chris- 
tian writer. She describes the use of 
salt in the village ovens to keep the 
atmosphere moist, so that the bread will 
not be crisp, but soft, and usable for a 
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“sop” (John 13:26). After a time the 
intense heat of the oven affects the salt, 
and it has to be changed. The used 
salt is still white and crystalline, but 
tastes like sand. The salt has lost its 
Savor. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt, 5:13.—“Ye are the salt of the 
earth ... good for nothing, but to be 
cast out...” As salt lacking the quality 
of salt cannot fulfill the function of salt, 
so a Christian who has lost the quality 
of the Christian cannot fulfill the Chris- 
tian function. He is no longer an asset, 
but a liability. 

Verse 14—“Ye are the light of the 
world .. .” God’s revelation to the 
world comes through His people, so 
making them “the light of the world.” 
The church is not a secret society, but 
the “city of the living God.” 


Verse 15.—“Neither do men light a can- 
dle .., under a bushel, but on a candle- 
stick ...” The function of light is to 
give light. Hidden light is failing in its 
function. The bushel here would be 
roughly equivalent to two American 
gallons. 


Verse 16.—“Let your light so shine 
... your good works ... glorify your 
Father ,. .” The good works are wrought 
by our hands, but the light that shines 
through them is the light of God, so the 
glory belongs to Him. Of course we can 
put on fireworks and have men glorify 
us, but if we shine with God’s light they 
will glorify God, 


Rom. 13:8.—“Owe no man any thing, 
but to love one another . . .” By render- 
ing to all their dues (v. 7), we shall 
“owe no man any thing.” But love is 
a debt that is never discharged, how- 
ever much is “paid.” Nevertheless, so 
long as we love, law has no further 
claim on us. 


Verse 9.—“For this , . . is briefly com- 
prehended . Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself.” Love is the basic 
law, for love teaches us not to engage 
in any practice that would be hurtful 
to another. See Matthew 22:37-40, 


Verse 10.—“Love worketh no ill to his 
neighbour: therefore love is the fulfill- 
ing of the law.”. Law aims at the pro- 
tection of the individual from wrongs 
committed by others. Since love is 
itself a stronger protection, it accom- 
plishes the purpose of law, and so “is 
the fulfilling of the law.” 


1 Pet. 4:12—*“Beloved, think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trial...” 
We are all inclined to regard affliction 
and temptation as utterly fantastic and 
inexplicable experiences. “I just can’t 
understand it,” we say. But, in our pres- 
ent state, it is actually a normal ex- 
perience, and full of good purpose. 


Verse 13—“But rejoice, inasmuch as 
ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings 
. ”” Peter is particularly referring to 
suffering as the result of doing good. 
It is, he says, a cause of rejoicing, not 
of complaining, for it is a participation 
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in the sufferings of Christ, which guar- 
antees participation in His glory. 


Verse 14.—“If ye be reproached for the 
name of Christ, happy are ye... but 
on your part he is glorified.” The blas- 
phemy of our enemies may not seem 
to glorify Christ, but our steadfast testi- 
mony does, whatever the _response of 
men. 


Verse 15.—“But let none of you suffer 
as ...an-evildoer ...” Suffering for 
wrongdoing has no place in the life of 
the Christian. Notice how prying into 
other people’s affairs is listed with mur- 
der, and the others, as wrong, and to be 
avoided. 


Verse 16.—“Yet if . . . as a Christian, 
... let him glorify God...” It is not 
always a disgrace to be found guilty and 
sentenced in human courts—not if our 
crime is just being a Christian and living 
as one! That is a matter for rejoicing 
and thanksgiving. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Everything is related. Nothing exists 
in isolation. Even those things which 
seem to be most unrelated are playing 
their own part in the functioning of 
the whole universe, without which the 
balance of the universe would be de- 
stroyed. It is therefore no new doctrine 
which the Apostle Paul expounds when 
he says, “None of us liveth unto him- 
self, and no man dieth to himself” (Rom. 
14:7). It is a natural law, and it has 
application in the spiritual realm. 

Our Lord indicates the relation of the 
Christian in two figures—salt and light 
(Matt. 5:13-16). What these are in re- 
lation to the material world, we are 
to the world of men. We are not here 
just to enjoy our present salvation and 
dream of Heaven to come. We are here 
to function in such a way that we do 
in the moral sphere what salt and light 
do in the material sphere. 

Now we do not have to go into all 
the scientific data with respect to salt 
and light to know what our Lord is 
expecting of us. He was speaking to 
common people, not to scientists. To 
His audience salt meant flavor, preser- 
vation, and the maintenance of the right 
atmospheric condition in their village 
ovens. It meant also a bond of unity, 
for to share one’s salt meant a bond of 
friendship, as it still is among the Arabs. 
Light, of course, meant illumination 
through the chasing of the darkness. 

It is not difficult to apply these to the 
Christian life. For so many life is a 
flavorless thing, and the “spices” that 
they use to add zest are poor substitutes 
for joy. Here is a sphere for Christian 
ministry. Where God’s people are, it 
should be more difficult for moral cor- 
ruption to abound. The moral atmos- 


phere should be more stable by our 
presence, and we should be the cement 
of unity in a world of conflict. The 
Christian testimony ought to be lighting 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


12. March 20.—Christian Living (Tem- 
perance). Acts 20:17-35; Romans 
6:12-14; Ephesians 5:1-21; Colos- 

Sians 3:1-11; 1 Thessalonians 4: 
1-8; 1 Timothy 4:12; 1 Peter 
1:13-16; 1 John 2:1-17 


Next Week's Lesson 
1. (14) April 3.—The Cross and Chris- 
tian Discipleship. Matthew 21:1- 
11; Luke 9:23, 24; John 12:20-26; 
2 Corinthians 5:14-19; Galatians 
2:20, 21; 6:14-17 








men’s path to Him who is the eternal 
Light. 

But if God’s people have lost their 
peculiar quality, if their light is hidden 
under the bushel of fear, or selfishness, 
or worldliness, see how the world is 
deprived of the ministry we ought to 
exercise, and God of the glory that we 
should be bringing Him! 

There is one sure way to keep the 
salt and the light functioning. That is 
by love. We may be rigidly exact in 
paying our financial debts, our civic dues, 
our social] obligations (Rom. 13:7), but 
without love we are failing to discharge 
our full duty (v. 8). Law may be a 
deterrent to the injury of our neighbors, 
but love is an impregnable protection. 
Not only will love have the negative 
function of keeping us from injuring 
others, but it will make us positively 
helpful, going beyond the letter of the 
Law and fulfilling its spirit. 

It is not promised us that when we 
function as salt and light, when we 
bring the very love of God to men, we 
shall be rewarded with the world’s grat- 
itude and favor. The fact is, we are 
liable to meet with much ingratitude, 
reproach, ostracism, and outright perse- 
cution. If the best the world had for 
our blessed Lord was stripes and a crown 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT two figures did our Lord use 
to describe the Christian? 
2. When does a Christian become like 
salt that has lost its savor? 
3. Is there a difference between savor- 
less salt and a savorless Christian? 
4. Where does Christ call Himself the 
light of the world? 
5. Does Romans 13:8 teach that the 
credit system is sinful? 
6. What debt can never be discharged, 
no matter how much we pay? 
7. How does love fulfill the Law? 
8. Is suffering the normal thing or the 
abnormal thing in Christian experience? 
9. What kind of suffering must the 
Christian avoid? 
10. What is the end of Christian suf- 
fering? 
( Answers on page 217) 
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of thorns and a cross, we may expect 
some measure of the same. Then we 
must not be surprised or discouraged 
when it comes, but rather rejoice that 
we are accounted worthy to share our 
Lord’s suffering, knowing that He will 
not ask us to share the suffering with- 
out making us participate in the glory. 
So let us practice the hallelujah when 
the world is against us (1 Pet, 4:12-16). 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Metaphors of the Christian life (Matt. 


5: 13-16) 

2. Principles of the Christian life (Rom. 
13: 8-10) 

3. Costliness of the Christian life (1 Pet. 
4: 12-16) 


Topics for Development 


Losing Savor. The article to which I 
refer in the Approach to the Lesson tells 
of three ways in which salt loses its 
savor—exposure to the elements, con- 
tact with the earth, and subjection to 
heat. The attempts to apply these to 
the loss of Christian “savor” are not so 
happy. These are made to represent 
exposure to evil influences, earth- 
groveling, and too much luxury and lav- 
ishness. But these can just as well 
represent the afflictions and temptations 
which are the lot of every Christian, 
the contact with this world by which 
alone the Christian can have a vital 
testimony, and the heat of persecution to 
which many a believer is exposed. So 
these things can be made to illustrate 
whatever we want. 


The Lord Jesus did not elaborate on 
how salt loses its savor, or a Christian 
his. Preserving our peculiar qualities 
as children of God is not just a matter 
of avoiding certain things, but of posi- 
tively living in the presence of Christ, 
whether it be in the blast of adversity, 
the heat of persecution, or in the common 
round of mundane things. We have no 
“sweet savour of Christ” in ourselves. 
It is only by vital contact with Him that 
the savor permeates our lives, and our 
responsibility is to see that we allow 
nothing to interfere with that life of 
abiding in Him. Circumstances will 
then only bring out more and more of 
these excellencies of Christ, and we shall 
function as “the salt of the earth.” 


Suffering as a Christian. Not all 
Christians who suffer at the hands of the 
ungodly suffer as Christians. Many 
would suffer less if they were more 
Christlike. It is often the poor way 
in which we represent Christ that brings 
us under the scourge of those about us. 
It may be a “holier than thou” atti- 
tude, a critical manner, some gross in- 
consistencies, which rile the unbeliever 
and make us the butt of his ridicule, 
his sarcasm, perhaps his open enmity. 
Then, while we think we are suffering 
as Christians, we are actually suffering 
for not being the Christians we ought 
to be. In such cases the sufferer is apt 
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to develop a martyr complex. Usually 
there is not much rejoicing (1 Pet. 4: 
13, 14), but he feels very sorry for him- 
self; Let us be sure that if we suffer, 
it is really for Chgist’s sake, and not 
because of some grave defect in our 
Christian character. 


Practical Applications 

Savorless salt and an un-Christlike 
Christian are alike good for nothing. 

If you shine, men will praise you, 
but if your light shines, they will praise 
God. 

No debt is so pleasant in the paying 
as the one which can never be paid— 
love. 

Don’t hold out on love, and you will 
never hold out on any other dues. He 
who pays with love will love and pay. 

Rejoice, and you will forget to com- 
plain. 

Think of the glory, and the suffering 
will seem little. 


Golden Text 

Rom. 12:21.—“Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good.” Over- 
come, or you will be overcome. Good 












THE* SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


is a mightier weapon than evil, as tem- 
pered steel is stronger than a rotten 
staff, 
EL_muurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“Break Thou the Bread of Life” 

“We've a Story To Tell to the Nations” 

“Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Blessed 
Lord, Thy touch is what we need to heal 
the fever of our selfish passions and free 
us from the disease of sin. And Thy 
touch hath still its ancient power. 
Therefore let it be felt by many today, 
and may some in this place find salva- 
tion from sin today. May the Gospel 
go out in the power of Thy Spirit to all 
people and a great turning to Christ 
take place even where the powers of 
evil are mightiest. To that end 
strengthen, guide, and use all faithful 
missionaries, preachers, and teachers of 
Thy Word. Purify Thy Church from 
worldliness, love of ease, and indiffer- 
ence to sin and need. Restore to every 


“LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE!E£33 











Pk os. A - 


as LIGHTS JOS the world? 5'5*) 


I-13-S5 





rm 











March 12, 1955 


Christian heart a warm devotion to 
Christ, and lead us all into those words 
and ways of Christian witness, those 
ministries of love and mercy by which 
we best shall honor Thee and bless 
others. Where people are downcast, dis- 
appointed, distressed, and _ suffering, 
bring Thy servants to serve their need, 
and let the day soon dawn when sin 
shall be vanquished forever and. sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away. Hear us, 
forgiving all our sins, for our blessed 
Saviour’s sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson—Our Golden Text 
today gives us the cue for Christian 
treatment of those who do us evil: “Be 
not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good” (Rom. 12:21). Jacob 
DeShazer is an American missionary to 
the Japanese who once was their pris- 





CHRIST’S WAY 
NOT EVIL 


put coop FOR EVIL 


oner of war. He was an airman who 
bombed Tokyo in 1942 and fell into Jap- 
anese hands. He endured years of soli- 
tary confinement in Shanghai and Nan- 
king. In 1944 he was converted when he 
was allowed the use for three weeks of 
the one copy of the English Bible in 
the Nanking prison. Since he could 
have the Bible for no more than three 
weeks, he memorized the Sermon on 
the Mount and other portions to know 
how a Christian should live. In the 
Sermon on the Mount he found the com- 
mand to love our enemies, pray for them 
and do them good, and he determined 
to show love instead of‘ hate to his 
guards. Soon after, one of them was 
leading him back to his cell, and for 
some reason was in a hurry. Pushing 
open the door, the guard then slammed 
it shut so quickly that DeShazer’s foot 
was caught. Instead of releasing it, the 
guard kicked at the bare foot with hob- 
nailed boots till DeShazer managed to 
open the door and release himself. At 
that moment he felt resentful, but the 
words “Love your enemies” came to him, 
and the next morning when the impa- 
tient guard came on duty DeShazer sur- 
prised him with a smile and friendly 
greeting. The guard looked puzzled, but 
said nothing. In a few days, under this 
friendly treatment, the guard warmed 
up enough to meet his prisoner with a 
smile and seemed pleased when De- 
Shazer asked how many brothers and 
sisters he had. A few mornings later 
the guard walked up and down the cor- 
ridor with lips moving as in prayer, and 
never again did he shout at DeShazer 
or treat him roughly. One day he handed 
the prisoner a boiled sweet potato, and 
another day some figs and candy, real 
treats to one on prison diet. By taking 
Christ’s way, DeShazer made a friend 
out of an enemy. Instead of being over- 
come by evil, he overcame it with good. 
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It worked with DeShazer and the guard, 
and it will work with us, if we refuse 
to meet evil with evil and respond in- 
stead with good, 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Ye are the salt of the earth... Ye 
are the light of the world” (Matt. 5: 
13, 14).—The Greek geographer and his- 
torian, Strabo, is credited with saying, 
“Nothing does more than sunshine and 
salt.” This is true spiritually as well 
as physically. The happy combination of 
the sunshine of prosperity and the salt 
of discipline is most fruitful. 

Naturally, we prefer sunshine to clouds 
and rain. While hunting a _ suitable 
apartment in San Francisco, some time 
ago, we were impressed with the fact 
that one special advantage which land- 
lords invariably stressed was the greater 
amount of sunshine to be enjoyed by 
occupants of their apartments over 
apartments in other sections of the city. 

One Florida newspaper carried—and 
possibly still does—the offer of a free 
paper to its patrons, each day the sun 
failed to shine in that city. 

Railways, airways, and steamship lines 
advise prospective passengers to “follow 
the sun” in their travels. 

Many say with Walt Whitman, “Give 
me the splendid silent sun, with all his 
beams full-dazzling!” But it is possible 
to have too much sunshine. All sun- 
shine makes a desert. Clouds, wind, and 
rain are necessary. Adversity, or dis- 
cipline, is the salt of life. 

True, it is just as possible to get too 
much salt, as it is to get too much sun- 
shine; but the Lord knows how to bal- 
ance things perfectly. “Whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth” (Heb. 
12:6). 

An honored, well-taught servant of the 
Lord went to a prayer meeting and 
asked for earnest prayer, as he felt he 
was in danger because he had fallen 
heir to a fortune.. He knew that the 
sunshine of prosperity needed the salt 
of discipline. 

The incident is related of a man who, 
after listening to a Christian woman’s 
bitter complaints against the trials she 
was experiencing, walked over to the 
grandfather clock that was in a corner 
of the room and attempted to remove 
the heavy weights. The amazed woman 
asked what he was doing. He an- 
swered, “Removing the weights in order 
for the clock to run better.” She replied: 
“Those weights are necessary, and must 
not be removed or else the clock will 
run down in no time. The clock is use- 
less without the weights.” The man 


used her words to teach her the useful- 
ness of trials in connection with living 
the Christian life. 
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In the Beatitudes, our Lord is giving 
us a life-sized portrait of Himself. He 
was “poor in spirit.” He was “meek and 
lowly in heart”; He mourned, not for 
Himself, but for others (Luke 19:41); 
and He will be comforted (Isa. 53:11). 
He was hungry and thirsty after God’s 
will (John 4:34). He was “merciful,” 
“pure in heart,” and a peacemaker; and 
He was “persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake.” 

In manifesting these qualities, we be- 
come like our Lord; and in the measure 
that we do so, we become salt and light 
in the earth. Salt is for preservation, 
light is for illumination. The one works 
secretly, and the other openly. We 
might well ask ourselves such searching 


questions as, “Am I shining?” “Am I 
pungent?” “Am I blessed?” 
“Love worketh no ill . . . therefore 


love is the fulfilling of the law” (Rom. 
13:10).—“The true, divine commentary 
on this brief paragraph” (vs. 8-10), says 
Dr. Handley Moule, “is the nearly con- 
temporary passage written by the same 
author, 1 Corinthians 13. There... the 
description of the sacred thing, love, 
like that of the heavenly state in the 
Revelation, is given largely in negatives, 
Yet who fails to feel the wonderful 
positive of the effect? That is nomerely 
negative innocence which is greater 
than mysteries, and knowledge, and the 
use of an angel tongue; greater than 
self-inflicted poverty, and the endurance 
of the martyr’s flame; ‘chief grace be- 
low, and all in all above.’ Its blessed 
negatives are but a form of unselfish 
action. It forgets self, and remembers 
others, and refrains from the least need- 
less wounding of them, not because it 
wants merely to ‘live and let live,’ but 
because it loves them, finding its felicity 
in their good.” 

A miner worked very hard in the 
mines for a living. One day the over- 
seer came to him and said, “Tom, I have 
an easier berth for you, where there is 
not much hard work; and where you 
will receive better pay. Will you accept 
it?” Most men would have jumped at 
such an offer. But, what did this noble 
fellow do? He answered, “Cap, there’s 
our poor brother Tregony: he has a 
sickly body, and not able to do hard 
work, as I can. I am afraid his present 
work will shorten his life, and then 
what will his poor family do? Won't 
you please let him have this easier berth? 
I can go on working as I have done 
until another easier berth presents itself.” 
The boss was wonderfully pleased with 
Tom’s “love-your-neighbor=as-yourself” 
attitude, and fulfilled Tom’s request, 

“. .. rejoice, inasmuch as ye are par- 
takers of Christ’s sufferings ...” (1 Pet. 
4: 13).—Persecution, in some form, is the 
common lot of the people of God. Hence, 
if suffering for Christ’s sake befalls us, 
we should not think it strahge. Public 
opinion today is largely against all forms 
of violence, consequently it may not be 
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our privilege to experience persecution 
that can be likened to a hot blast from 
a furnace—as did many saints in the 
past—but in whatever form it comes, we 
should rejoice that we are counted 
worthy to suffer shame for His name. 

When Christ’s glory is revealed, all 
who have suffered for His sake shall be 
“glad ... with exceeding joy.” 

“A little while!’" "Twill soon be past! 

Why should we shun the shame and cross? 

O let us in His footsteps haste, 

Counting for Him all else but loss; 

O how will recompense His smile 

The sufferings of this “little while.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, let’s take that part of 

the lesson text which is in Paul’s 
Letter to the Romans—Romans 13:8-10— 
to think about today. There’s plenty of 
meat in it for careful thought. “Owe no 
man any thing, but to love one another: 
for he that loveth another hath fulfilled 
the law” (v. 8). That used to puzzle 
me. I could understand the matter of 
staying out of debt. Of course that is 
wise; but it also looks as if I owe love 
to the man, and without any reason for 
it. Maybe I never knew the man; have 
never had anything to do with him. 
Or, if I owed him for something, I have 
paid him; now why do I have to love 
him? I love my mother and I love my 
sweetheart, and has this man, practi- 
cally a stranger, got to be included? I 
just don’t know how to do that, even if 
I wanted to. 

Well, the trouble here is the misunder- 
standing of the word “love.” It is not 
the same feeling you have for your fam- 
ily, yet it is quite as necessary if you 
are going to try to follow God's plan 
for your life. The Good Samaritan had 
never seen the poor, beaten fellow be- 
fore, but he stopped in the road, got off 
his beast, and went to the man’s aid. 
That’s the kind of love Paul is talking 
about. And it is even more than that. 
This man you must love may have done 
you an injury. 

Jesus Christ, who is our example and 
in whose steps real Christians must fol- 
low, prayed for the Father’s forgiveness 
of those Pharisees who had secured His 
conviction, and even for the men who 
were nailing His body to the cross. And 
that brings us to the real reason for 
“loving one another”—no matter who. 
When Jesus died upon the cross for 
your sins and mine, He put us under a 
debt that we can never finish paying; 
it is a debt of love. Money in any amount 
won’t pay it; He does not need money. 
He owns the silver and the gold and 
the cattle on a thousand hills. Service 
won't pay it; He has the hosts of Heaven 
to serve Him. The only currency that 
can even start paying Him is love—love 
for our fellow man, no matter who he 
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is, no matter what race or color, no 
matter where he lives, or what may be 
his condition. _We must love him like 
the Good Samaritan loved the unfor- 
tunate fellow by the wayside—for 
Christ’s sake! 

And this helps us understand how that 
kind of loving is the fulfilling of the 
Law; because if you love anybody you 
will not knowingly do him any harm. 
You surely will not kill him (v. 9), 
you won’t steal from him, you won't tell 
lies on him, you will not covet his prop- 
erty or anything else valuable he may 
have. Indeed, whenever that person 
comes into your mind you will be trying 
to think of something nice to do for 
him. You don’t need a forbidding law 
to keep you from harming him, for “love 
is the fulfilling of the law.” It is a very 
simple solution to what might appear at 
first as a knotty. problem. But it is not 
easy. Indeed, in some cases it is a des- 
perately hard thing to do. But by His 
help it can be done. 

When you are tempted to think ill of 
someone, or to resent an unkindness, 
just take a look, in your mind, at Jesus 
on the cross—there for you—and hear 
Him saying, “Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
Then turn to the account on the books 
and you will find you have got to do a 
lot of loving, even to begin paying Him 
back, 

This is the only happy way of being 
in debt I can think of. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
Tue CHRISTIAN IN THE WORLD 

ET’S begin our class this morning 

with the card on “Bible Study.”1 
How many of you learned at least one 
verse at home this week? Good. Now, 
I'll ask the girl on my right to answer 
the first question. Try to do it without 
looking at the card. Then ask the girl 
on your right the second question. She 
will ask the next, and so on around the 
class. Today we must learn Number 10. 
“How often should we study the Bible?” 
Answer: “Blessed is the man that hear- 
eth me, watching daily at my gates, wait- 
ing at the posts of my doors” (Prov. 
8:34). What does this verse mean? (We 
should study our Bibles every day.) 
Right. Anything else? What do “watch- 
ing” and “waiting” suggest to you? (The 
Bible prayer we had last week, “Open 
thou mine eyes, that I may behold won- 
drous things out of thy law.”—Psa. 119: 
18.) If we pray that prayer every day 
before we open our Bibles and then 
wait for the Lord to teach us from His 





1The Scripture catechism cards, “Bible 
Study.”” are twenty cents a dozen, postpaid, 
and may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, 
Box 1717, Ferndale, Wash. 
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Word, He surely will. Take your Bible 
Study card home, and review all the 
verses on it this week. Next Sunday 
morning the Sunday school superintend- 
ent would like you girls to answer these 
ten questions from the platform during 
opening exercises. 

Our lesson today is called, “The Chris- 
tian in the World.” The first passage 
we will read is Matthew 5:13-16. Here 
the Christian’s position is illustrated by 
three things. After we read these 
verses, see if you can tell what they are. 
(Salt, light.) Right. The third is a 
little harder to find, but it’s something 
that cannot be hid. (A city on a hill.) 

What does salt do? (It makes food 
taste better. It preserves things. It 
makes people thirsty.) Let’s think about 
the first point. If salt makes things 
better, your home, school, and Sunday 
school should be better because you are 
part of each. Let us ask ourselves what 
we are doing to make our home, our 
school, and our Sunday school better. 
Do we show kindness, fairness helpful- 
ness, and reverence? 

Salt also preserves—keeps food from 
spoiling. We may not realize how much 
Christian people preserve things from 
evil. But when the Lord comes and 
every true Christian is taken to Heaven, 
the world will rapidly get much worse. 
I certainly would not like to live on this 
earth then. True Christians are indwelt 
by the Holy Spirit, and His presence in 
this world keeps it from going com- 
pletely bad. 

How much do we cause people to 
thirst? That means, how much do we 
make people want to come to Christ? 
Jesus said, “If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me and drink” (John 7:37). 
Have our words and deeds brought any 
of our unsaved friends to the Lord? 

Think of a city set on a hill. One 
of my favorite drives around here is 
to Gooseberry Point. There you can 
look across the bay and see the part of 
Bellingham which is built on a hill. 
Suppose someone up there should say: 
“My house is old and badly needs paint. 
It is a disgrace to the neighborhood; 
I'll just hide it.” Could he do that? 
No, a city on a hill cannot be hid. 
Neither can a Christian. Sometimes the 
Devil tempts us to do something we 
know a Christian should not do. He 
says, “It’s not so very bad, and anyway 
no one will ever know it.” That’s a lie. 
The Devil will see to it that anything we 
do which might disgrace the name of 
Christ is known. Let us remember that 
we are like a city set on a hill. 

What good is light? (It helps people 
find the way. It makes things grow. It 
shows things as they really are.) Good. 
Are we helping people find the way to 
God? Matthew 5:15, 16 tells us how. 
Are we helping others grow? We can 
do this by our example and help. Do we 
show things as they really are? How 
important it is to be absolutely truth- 
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ful! I once asked a high school teacher 
if thére were any students in her classes 
that she could pick out as Christians. 
She immediately named three girls, two 
of whom were in our Sunday school. 
She said: “Those girls are absolutely 
dependable. They behave exactly the 
same whether I am in the room or not. 
The other students respect them. Even 
those who have no use for their re- 
ligion say, “Well, if she said that, it 
must be true.” Could your teachers 
and fellow students say that of you? 


Now turn to Romans 13:8-10. Love is 
the most important thing in the Chris- 
tian’s life. These three verses tell why. 
“He that loveth another hath fulfilled 
the law.” Here is a list of five com- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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mandments we will keep if we love our 
neighbors as ourselves. “Love worketh 
no ill to his neighbour.” If anyone in 
this world should show love, it is the 
Christian. Why? Because we know 
something of the love of God in Christ. 
It was love that planned our redemption, 
and it is love that still forgives our 
sins and keeps on showing kindness to 
us, even when we are thoughtless and 
ungrateful. 

Our Lord asks us to show others by 
our lives that His love is real. A Chris- 
tian girl thought of an unusual way of 
showing kindness. She had a doll she 
used to play with that had a fine ward- 
robe. She washed and ironed her doll 
clothes, and then lent her doll to a sick 
little girl in the neighborhood. When 
this child was well enough to go back 
to school, she returned the doll. Bessie 
washed the doll clothes to get them nice 
again, and then lent the doll to another 
sick child till she was well. When I 
read about this, Bessie was still lending 
her doll and its wardrobe to sick chil- 
dren, and they and their parents appre- 
ciated it. I don’t know whether the 
doll was unbreakable or whether the 
little patients were careful, but evi- 
dently the doll had not been broken. 
I don’t know whether any of you girls 
could do that particular kind deed or 
not, but let us watch for opportunities 
to perform loving acts which will make 
others want to know the Saviour whom 
we love, 

I have a flannelgraph, “The Triumphal 
Entry,” here. Who will take it home 
and be ready to give it as a flannelgraph 
lesson for us next Sunday? Thank you! 
(This may be obtained from Scripture 
Press, 434 S. Wabash, Chicago 5; $1.25.) 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Living as Christian Friends 
(Luke 10:29-37) 
HE acrostic from last week on the 
word Christian may be completed in 
various forms. 
C ut out anger 
H ands to work: Help the weak 
R emember to give 
I n love 
S in not 
T hankful 
In talk 
A n example 
N ot drunk with wine; No lies 
In how many of these ways did you live 
like a Christian this past week? 

Whom would you expéct to act the 
most like a Christian: a minister, a dea- 
con (or what a lay leader in your church 
is called), or a Communist? The Lord 
Jesus told a story about men in His 
country called a priest, a Levite, and a 


;—Christian Greeting Cards— 








(13) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES S 






SPECIAL GOSPEL 
TRACT MINISTRY 


TRAFFIC COP available through 


traffic violation 





FOR SALE and for PERSONAL use 
With Bible Text. Birthday and All Occasions. 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the 
sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. Boxed Assortments 
and in Bulk. Good profit and prices reasonable. 
Write for Catalog List. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N.Y. 








WONDERFUL WITNESS OPPORTUNITIES DAILY. 
Send 50c for packet of tracts and complete imstructions 


0 BOX 888 AKRON 9. OHIO 
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Learn the will of God by Studying the Word of God at 


§ DETROIT BIBLE INSTITUTE 


@ STANDARD 3-YEAR BIBLE INSTITUTE COURSES with 
majors in Bible, Christian Education, Missions, and Music. 

@ STANDARD 5-YEAR BIBLE-THEOLOGY COURSE with im- 
ry liberal ibe: subjects. Write for catalog. Accredited 


the A.A.B 
17370 Meyers Rong Detrott 35, Michigan 
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Concordia adds Nursery Departmen 
to 1955 V.B.S. Material 


A complete Christ-centered program for a new age level 
(the Nursery Department) ... material specifically directed 
to the interests and understanding of this younger group 

..is a part of the new 1955 Vacation Bible School Material. 


Get Sample Kit At Your Religious Book Store. 
A $5.75 value ... for only $1.50 


This low price possible only because once leaders see this 
wonderful material, orders follow in such volume we are 
able to absorb the difference in cost. 


Look what you get in a single sample kit: 
5 workbooks (one for each level including Nursery level); 
5 Teacher’s Manuals; 4 Handicraft projects plus-one packet 
of “Take-Home” items; Bulletins, Letterhead, Postcard, and 
Offering Envelope all in matching design; V.B.S. Worker's 
Certificate; V.B.S. certificate (Pupil’s); Dodger; V.B.S. 
Button; Daily Report; Registration—attendance card; Door- 
knob Hanger; V.B.S. Pastoral letter; and Poster. 
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| Stretch the Sacred Seasons | 
faith in your home any time—all the time, 
plished musicians. Brilliant, full range, long 


area ie ear? ae 

| With Song! 

| g: 

| Play the ageless melodies of the Christian 
with Herald Records. Not ordinary records, 

| but songs of the Spirit rendered by accom- 

| playing recordings—reasonably priced. 

| Look for them at your denominational book- 
store or write for complete list to Dept. S-11, 


Herald Records, 637 E. Broad Street, Souder- 
ton, Pa. 


| 

FOR THE EASTER SEASON | 

“THE CRUCIFIXION’’—by Stainer | 
Chorus of the First Presbyterian Church of Phila- 

delphia, Alexander McCurdy, Organist - Choir- | 

| 

| 

| 


master. George Lapham, tenor; Roy Wilde, 
| Baritone. Disc and tape editions. 
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SHADOW of DEATH 
by Tom Watson, Jr. 
“To give light to them that sit in 


darkness and in the shadow of 
death,..”’ Luke 1:79 





“I believe,” said Chiang Kai Shek, “that 
there are Christians on the mainland who will 
some day—if we encourage them—rise up and 
cast off the yoke of Communism!” He an- 
swered recently from his “island fortress” of 
Formosa to questions I put to him for Christian 
Life magazine. 








Christ is the only remedy for Communism, 
and ours is the unprecedented opportunity 
NOW to beam the Gospel into Iron Curtain 
areas from a powerful transmitter near Seoul, 
broadcasting in Korean, Russian, and key 
Chinese dialects. We need $100,000 immedi- 
ately to construct this Christian Radio Station, 
and we are looking confidently to the Bible- 
believing Christian people of America to meet 
the challenge through their sacrificial gifts. 


Let us send you a useful, free “opportunity 
map” of the Far East. Simply write to me at: 


The Evangelical Alliance Mission 


2839 W. McLean Ave. Chicago 47, Illinois 








Visual Aids by 
Expert Teachers 


Character, Health and 
Safety Education, Second 
Grade through H. S. 
Excellent for V B S. Low 
Cost. Write for Catalog. 


“Ceiling Unlimited” 

A vlar, fascinating roll about flying. 
“Dollars and Sense”’ ' 

Positive approach to good habits, Grades 2-8. 
“He Ran a Race” 

Written by a teacher, authenticated bya coach 

“A Tower of Strength’’ 

Health rules by analogies, Grades 2-8. 
Approx. 50 frames—20 Min. Only $2.25 each. 

Order Today 
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Samaritan. If you will turn in your 
Bibles to Luke 10: 29-37, I will ask John 
to find what a certain man did (v. 30). 
Perhaps John can show us on the map 
where he was going. It was a downhill 
road through rough, rocky country, 
where bandits had their hide-out. Jack, 
you find out what the bandits did (v. 30). 
Marilyn, you get a clear picture of what 
the priest did (v. 31). Many priests 
lived in Jericho, so he was probably on 
his way home after serving God in the 
Temple and perhaps teaching the people 
how they should live to please God. 
Next came a Levite, probably on his 
way home from helping the priest and 
the people in the Temple. Sally, find 
out what he did (v. 32). Then along 
came a man from another country, one 
whom the Jews hated and despised, a 
Samaritan. Tom, you find out what he 
did (vs. 33-35). Perhaps he was on a 
business trip, as he expected to come 
back that way again. Can Carol find 
the Samaritan’s home country on the 
map? Are our storytellers all ready? 


When the Lord had finished His story, 
He asked which of the three was a neigh- 
bor to the one who was held up by the 
bandits. In how many ways of the 
acrostic was the Samaritan like a Chris- 
tian? He helped the weak, he remem- 
bered to give, and I think he must have 
done it in love or he would have slipped 
by like the other two, especially as the 
man was an enemy. 

Now what ending did the Lord make 
to His story? (v. 37.) There are boys 
and girls at school who are left out or 
treated mean, and you do not do a thing 
about it. What could you do this week? 
“Let us love one another: for love is 
of God” (1 John 4:7, Memory Verse). 
Next Sunday will you be able to tell 
at least one way in which you have 
shown yourself a Christian to someone 
needing help? You Boy Scouts are ex- 
pected to do a good deed every day. 
What about doing another one—not for 
the Scouts—but for the Lord Jesus? You 
know He said it would be doing it to 
Him if you did it for one of His brothers 
in trouble (Matt. 25:40). ‘ 

Our Bible readings for the week tell 
of being a Christian to others besides 
those in trouble: Being a good Christian 
at all times (Matt, 5:13-16); being a 
Christian to one in trouble (Luke 10:29- 
37); being a Christian to those who have 
charge of you (Rom. 13:1-7); being a 
Christian when others do wrong (Rom. 
13:8-14); being a Christian and telling 
wrong stories (Eph. 4:17-25); being a 
Christian and getting “mad” (Eph. 4: 
26-32); being a Christian when people 
make fun of you (1 Pet. 4:12-19). Make 
an outline the shape of a lamp of Bible 
times on which to write the topics and 
references. Consult a Bible dictionary 
for pictures. Color the flame yellow- 
orange as a symbol of the first reading. 


Orono, MAINE, 


March 12, 1955 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


How He Was Made To Repent.—Be 
not overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
with good (Rom. 12:21, Golden Text). 
A hot-tempered officer in the army one 
day struck a common soldier. The sol- 
dier whom he struck was a young man 
who was noted for his courage. He felt 
the insult deeply, but military discipline 
forbade that he should return the blows. 
He could use only words, and he said, “I 
will make you repent.” One day, in the 
heat of a furious battle engagement, the 
young soldier saw an officer wounded 
and separated from his company gal- 
lantly striving to force his way through 
the enemies who surrounded him. The 
courageous young soldier recognized his 
former insulter and rushed to his as- 
sistance, supporting the wounded man 
with his arm. Together they fought their 
way through to their own line. Trem- 
bling with emotion the officer grasped 
the hand of the soldier and stammered 
out his gratitude. “What a return for 
an insult so carelessly given!” The 
young man pressed his hand in turn 
and, with a smile, said gently, “I told 
you that I would make you repent.” 
From that time on they were buddies. 
—From “Way of Life Journal.” Sent 
By Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


She Could Tell by Their Faces.—Ye 
are the light of the world (Matt. 5:14). 
In San Diego, Calif., the First Baptist 
Church is situated one block from the 
main street of the city, and when one 
of their meetings was dismissed, two or 
three hundred women left the church 
and walked the block to the main street. 
In the providence of God a woman, not 
a Christian, left the main street and 
walked the block toward the church, 
passing the groups of smiling women 
who had just left the Bible class. The 
Holy Spirit convicted this lone pedes- 
trian, and when she reached the door 
of the chapel, she impulsively turned in 
and asked to talk to the preacher, and 
in a moment he was dealing with her. 
Her first words were, “I saw all these 
women coming out of here, and I could 
tell by their faces that they were happy, 
and that they had something that I do 
not have.” Then there poured from 
her lips a tale of the sin and misery of 
her life. Penitent, she received the 
comfort of the Gospel, and it was not 
long before she laid hold upon the truth 
of Christ for herself, and after an hour 
of hearing the witness, left the church 
a child of God through faith in the Sav- 
iour. What would a worldling see in 
your face? A Christian should always 
remember that he or she is an ambassa- 
dor for the Lord Jesus Christ, and should 
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be dressed as neatly as possible. But 
behind the good grooming there must 
be the inner presence of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. When He is acknowledged, there 
must be joy in the heart, and that joy 
cannot fail to come through.—From 
Eternity Magazine. Sent by Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


How To Let Your Light Shine.—Let 
your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven (Matt. 
5:16). When a light bulb is made, the 
first thing that must be done is to take 
out all of the air from the inside of the 
bulb. In a light bulb you will find two 
wires: one coming in and the other going 
back out. You must have connection with 
God. You have to have a double con- 
nection; you must have it coming in 
from God, and going out to other peo- 
ple. God says, “Let your light so shine,” 
and the only way you can let it shine 
is by having Jesus Christ come into your 
heart first, empty it of all sin, and fill 
it with His love. When others see that 
you know Jesus, then they will want 
Jesus, too. So let your light shine for 
Him.—From the Prairie Overcomer, Sent 
by the Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur, 
Trichinopoly, S. India. 


Would You Steal the Seventh Also?— 
Thou shalt not steal (Rom. 13:9). A 
Chinese preacher, speaking of robbing 
God, used this illustration: “It came to 
pass that a man went to market with 
a string of seven coins. Seeing a beggar 
who asked for alms, he gave the poor 
man six of the coins and kept one for 
himself. The beggar, instead of being 
thankful, followed the good man and 
stole the seventh coin also. What an 
abominable wretch! Yes, and would you, 
to whom God has given six days, steal 
the seventh also?”—From Christian Di- 
gest. Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, 
Calif. 


Keeping the Trail Marked.—Love 
worketh no ill to his neighbour: there- 
fore love is the fulfilling of the law 
(Rom, 13:10). A friend of mine in Swit- 
zerland went for a walk up the moun- 
tainside with a’ small girl as a guide. 
She noticed that the child did not leave 
the track once to gather flowers, but 
kept straight on. She mentioned this 
to the child, who said, “We guides never 
leave the track; we keep it marked for 
others.” Do we always consider others? 
—Selected. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


The Value of the Struggle.—Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you: but 
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory 
Shall be revealed, ye may be glad also 
with exceeding joy (1 Pet. 4:12, 13). The 
cocoon of the emperor moth is flask- 
shaped. In order for the perfect insect 
to appear it must force its way through 
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the neck of the cocoon in hours of in- 
tense struggling. It is believed that the 
pressure to which the moth’s body is 
subjected is a provision of nature for 
forcing the juices into the vessels of the 
wings. A person was witnessing this 
struggle once, and in pity took the point 
of some scissors and snipped the con- 
fining threads to make the exit easier, 
but the moth’s wings never developed, 
and it spent its brief span of life crawl- 
ing instead of flying through the air 
on rainbow wings. Look not with false 
pity on God’s children who suffer. As 
men we are inclined to be shortsighted. 
God would have us inspire their courage 
in the midst of it by remembering His 
love, and then looking for the glory to 
come out of it—From the Garden of 
Prayer. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Rich- 
mond, Kans. 


Revival Restitutions.—Let none of you 
suffer ...as a thief (1 Pet. 4:15). Dur- 
ing the revival at Wamba in the Bel- 
gian Congo, the story of restitutions 
would make a volume in itself. The 
headwoman confessed to pilfering rice 
from church supplies, not deliberate 
stealing, but taking small amounts over 
the years with the covering thought, “I 
am the headwoman, and as such should 
have certain privileges.” She could not 
rest until she had collected a large bas- 
ketful of rice and returned it to the 
church supplies. The wife of one of 
our houseboys confessed to taking eggs 
from our fowls and presenting them to 
us as her gift to our wee son. “It is 
not enough to confess this,” she said, “I 
will give an egg for each one I stole.” 
One man came with a few francs, say- 
ing he had bought a New Testament 
nearly twenty years ago. He had not 
sufficient money then, but had promised 
to pay later. He had gone away, saying 
to himself, “These white people have 
plenty of money; why should they trou- 
ble about a few francs?” But now he 
saw this was a great sin, and hastened 
to pay his debt.—From “This Is That.” 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HE assignment for the Primaries is 

the familiar and beloved story of the 
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-35). You 
will be glad to know that Scripture 
Press! has published die-cut, suede- 
backed flannelgraph figures for this les- 
son. (When you order the lesson, you 
may want to purchase their “Triumphal 
Entry” lesson, as well as the Easter les- 
son. That way you will be prepared for 
the next two Sundays!) 

Dr, Elmer L. Wilder in his book, “101 
Eye-Catching Objects,” suggests a simple 
object lesson that you may want to uSe 
to introduce the. story: 





1434 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5; $1.25 each. 
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« FLANNEL BOARD BACKGROUNDS » 


Good quality, practical, attractive. $1 and $1.50. 
Write for catalog. Clifford Miller, 261 Lyon Street, 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin. 
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EVERY DAY CARDS | 
| EXTRA MONEY for yourself or organization | 
| showing delightful All Occasion greeting card as- 
sortments. Extensive line features lovely Scripture- 
| text cards and stationery. Write at once for 
samples on approval. | 
! ROBINSON CARDS Dept.839 Clinton, Mass. | 





For Destitute 
Hebrew Christian 
Children 

In Israel 


Only by the support and contributions from 
ALL Christians can we maintain our estab- 
lished missions in the United States, Europe, 
and the Holy Land, and our unique OR- 
PHANAGE in Haifa. 

HELP US to carry on the work of CHRIST 
amongst these hungry and needy children. 
WITH YOUR HELP they are being trans- 
formed out of misery into happiness and 
health—loving their Lord and Saviour. 


SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TODAY 
Address all communications to: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 


252 N. Dillon Steet Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, Calif. 


This mission for over half a century has been en- 
dorsed by Christian leaders in the United States 
and Europe. 
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How would YOU answer? THE CHRIS- 
TIAN PARENT magazine gives profes- 
sional Christian guidance on sex-training 
and other areas of family living. Dail 
Bible-based devotions for families wit 
children. Monthly. $3 year. Sample free. 
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for only FIVE NEW 18-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES 
at $1 each. This offer applies to subscribers in the United 
States only. 


THE DAWN OF THE SCARLET AGE 
by Edgar Ainslie 


Because of the keen interest 
of readers, the series of stud- 
ies in the Book of Revelation 
published recently in The 
Sunday School Times has 
been brought out in book 
form, to sell for $2. 








Readers of the series have said: 
“They are so helpful in understand- 
ing this ‘Book of Mystery.’” 


“Have been a rich blessing to us, 
and serve to help us understand the 
prophetic portions of the Bible better. 
Especially is this true of the Book of 
Revelation.” 





“Am hoping that you will offer the whole series in book form so that your 
readers may be able to obtain it in convenient form for rereading and study.” 
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TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and ad- 
dresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $1 (Canada, $1.10) for each 
NEW 18-weeks subscription. Upon receipt, the names go on our mailing list and 
your copy (or copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis 
of one book for every five subscriptions. Send ail subscriptions at one time and 
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(We are sorry, but because of foreign customs restrictions this book 
offer is limited to those residing in the United States and its possessions.) 
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325 North 13th Street - - - Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Objects needed: Four large darning 
needles, and a large magnet. (Cover the 
magnet with white paper and paste a 
red cross on the side. Before the lesson, 
allow two needles to become magnetized 
through contacting each of the prongs of 
the magnet. Let the two needles touch 
each other in the contact.) 

Lesson: By. looking at these four 
needles, do you think that you can tell 
which two are like Christians and which 
are like unsaved people? No, I am sure 
you cannot tell by simply looking at 
them, but when you see how they be- 
have, you will have no difficulty in tell- 
ing which are like Christians. These 
first two cling together. They seem to 
love each other. What do you think 
could be the reason for their unusual 
attraction for each other? 


“They have touched a magnet.” 

You are right. They were once as 
lifeless as other needles, but the magnet 
changed them. The magnet is white 
and has a red cross on the side. It re- 
minds us of the Lord Jesus Christ. When 
a person comes to Him, and accepts Him 
as Saviour, that person has an entirely 
different attitude toward others. These 
needles remind me of the early Chris- 
tians, who proved their love by sharing 
their possessions, 


These other needles remind me of un- 
saved people. Notice, they have no at- 
traction for each other. They are cold 
and lifeless. They are like people who, 
not having come to Christ as Saviour, 
think it is very strange that Christians 
have such affection and attraction for 
one another. If these people would only 
come to Christ. accept Him as their 
Saviour, and receive a new heart, they, 
too, would love others (Adapted). 





Lynn came home from Sunday school 
wreathed in smiles. “Mother,” she an- 
nounced, “ever since I’ve received the 
Lord Jesus as my Saviour, I have wanted 
to let my light shine before others so 
that they would want to know the Lord 
Jesus, too. But I’ve never quite known 
how to do that. I have tried to tell 
others about Him, but usually they let 
me tell them how to be saved and then 
when I'm all finished they tell me that 
they are already Christians. Or else 
they laugh at me and tell me that I'm 
just a goody-goody. But from now on, 
I'm going to live so that they will see 
I'm different. Then maybe they’ll want 
to be Christians. So now I’m going to 
be a Good Samaritan. You know about 
him, Mother. He went down the road 
and saw a Jew lying half dead because 
he had been beaten by thieves. Others 
had gone right on by him. But the 
Samaritan man (and Samaritans don’t 
usually have anything to do with Jews!) 
stopped and put bandages on his bleed- 
ing cuts, took him to a place where he 
could be taken care of, and even paid 
his expenses. And when the Lord Jesus 
told the story about that man in the long 
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ago, He said, ‘Go, and do thou likewise 
(Luke 10:37). So I am.” 

It was the very next Saturday when 
Dorothy from across the street called 
Lynn. “Would you please come over 
and build a fire in our kitchen stove? 
Our fire has gone out, and we Jewish 
people are not allowed to build fires 
on our Sabbath Day. . My mother says 
that since you go to Girl Scouts you 
know how to build fires. Will you help 
us, please? It is so cold here without 
the fire. And my father is sick, you 
know.” 

Lynn never played with fire. Lynn 
never, never had gone into Jewish Doro- 
thy’s house. But remembering what the 
Lord Jesus had commanded, she asked 
her mother if she could go. And she 
built a fine fire. And then she knew 
how good the Good Samaritan had felt 
in the long ago! 

LANCASTER, Pa, 

w 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 209) 

1. Salt and light (Matt. 5:13, 14). 

2. When he loses Christlike qualities 
of character. 

3. Yes. Savorless salt can never re- 
cover its saltness, but there is recovery 
for the Christian who has lost out. 

4. John 8:12; 9:5. 

5. No. It rather teaches that we are 
faithfully to discharge ail our obligations, 
financial and otherwise. 

6. Love, 

7. It throws a much stronger protection 
than Law around men against those very 
wrongs forbidden by the Law. 

8. In this world it is a normal experi- 
ence, and should be so regarded. 

9. Suffering arising from his own 
wrongdoings (1 Pet. 4:15). 

10. Participation in the glory of Christ 
(1 Pet. 4:13). 


Ev_mMuurst, ILL. 
we 


Masonry and Christianity 
(Continued from second page) 


than the churches provide will find it in 

the ancient gnosis to which Freemasonry 

serves as a portal of entrance. 

In Mr. Wilmshurst’s book, “The Mean- 
ing of Masonry,” page 46, he says: 

A master Mason is no longer an ordi- 
nary man but a divinized man. The qual- 
ity of life and consciousness of such an 
one must differ vastly from that of other 
men. It expresses the mystery of the In- 
carnation accomplished within the per- 
sonal soul. God has become man, and 
man has become divinized. 

In Hutchinson’s book, “The Spirit of 
Freemasonry,” he says: 

All Masons, therefore, whether Chris- 
tian, Jew, or Mohammedan, although we 
take different routes, we mean to travel 
to the seme place. We know that the end 
of our journey is the same. 


Is a statement like that intended to 
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rub out the words of Jesus Christ in 
John 14:6 when He declares that He is 
the only way, and no man can come to 
the Father by any other route? 

In Major Powell’s book, “The Magic 
of Freemasonry,” page 194, we find the 
following statement: 

Christian Saint, Mohammedan Mystic, 
Indian Yogi, Buddhist Lama, Greek Gnos- 
tic, Egyptian Priest—each in his own way 
has borne witness to the transcendental 
Vision where self and personality are ob- 
literated, where atonement is established. 
This seems to me, my friend, to be just 

about as far from the truth as one can 
get when he declares that all of this 
conglomerate mixture mentioned in this 
quotation has “established” atonement. 

We see this same infidelity from 
Volume XVII, page 38, of the twenty- 
volume work on Masonry by Dr. Fort 
Newton, where we read, “Do not seek 
to make converts; be content if they 
have the religion of Socrates.” And yet 
again from the same work, Volume XIX, 
page 14, I quote: “Man is never closer 
to God than when he kneels Spiritually 
naked at the altar of Masonry.” 

And now, dear friend, may I cite you 
one other illustration of the inconsis- 
tency of a Christian’s belonging to the 
order of Freemasons. I quote from 
“Mackey’s Masonic Ritualist,” the writer 
of which is probably one of the most 
widely read authors on matters pertain- 
ing to Masonry. He has written many 
books. At the moment I am holding in 
my: hand the book from which I am now 
about to quote. I have it open at page 
270, the title of the section is “Opening 
of the Lodge.” In this case’ it is the 
lodge of Mark Masters. The heading 
reads, “Charge to be Read at Opening 
the Lodge.” It reads as follows: 

Wherefore, brethren, lay aside all malice, 
and guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, 
and all evil speakings. 

If so be ye have tasted that the Lord 
is gracious, to whom coming as unto a 
living stone, disallowed indeed of men, 
but chosen of God, and precious; ye also 
as living stones, be ye built up a spiritual 
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up sac- 
rifices acceptable to God. 

Wherefore, also, it is contained in the 
scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion, for a foun- 
dation, a tried stone, a precious corner- 
stone, a sure foundation: he that be- 
lieveth, shall not make haste to pass it 
over. Unto you, therefore, which believe, 
it is an honor; and even to them which 
be disobedient, the stone which the 
builders disallowed, the same is made the 
head of the corner. 

At the bottom of this Scripture selection, 
the following explanation appears: 

The passages of Scripture here selected 
are peculiarly appropriate to this degree. 
The repeated references to the “living 
stone,”’ to the “tried stone,” the “precious 
cornerstone,” and more especially to the 
“stone which the builders disallowed,” are 
intended to impress the mind not only 
with the essential ceremonies of the de- 
gree, but also with its most important and 
significant symbol. The passages are 
taken, with slight but necessary modifica- 
tions, from the 2d chapter of the First 
Epistle of Peter and the 28th chapter of 
Isaiah. 
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Now, my friend, it is interesting in- 
deed to check back and see what the 
“slight and necessary modifications” 
were. You will find this modification 
at the end of the passage taken from 
1 Peter. As contained in Mackey’s 
manual, the passage is made to end with 
the following words “to offer up sacri- 
fices acceptable to God,” but when you 
look at the Bible you discover that there 
are three more words, very significant 
words, my dear sir. They are “by Christ 
Jesus.” There you have it, my dear 
friend, in all of its bold implications. 
Your Masonic Order intends to constitute 
itself an order of priesthood to offer up 
sacrifices acceptable to God. But they 
intend to do it by the elimination of 
Jesus Christ. If you know anything 
about the Christian faith at all, dear 
brother, you will know that nobody can 
even approach God to offer up any kind 
of a sacrifice except they approach Him 
in and through Jesus Christ, His Son, 
virgin born, crucified, and risen again. 
The audacity of the Masonic Order is 
found in the fact that after they have 
eliminated Jesus Christ, they call it only 
a “slight” alteration! I would remind 
you, dear friend, that a young man by 
the name of Cain tried that same ex- 
periment, and wound up under the curse 
of God. When man sinned and separated 
himself from God away back in Eden, 
God put a slain lamb between Himself 
and sinful man, and declared that 
through that slain lamb could be found 
the only way back to God. That lamb 
was a type and prophecy of Christ, the 
Lamb of God, who was later to come. 
God’s curse has been upon any man or 
institution from that day to this that has 
dared to remove that slain Lamb, and 
attempt to approach God in some other 
way. I hope with great earnestness that 
you, at least, my friend, will see the 
warning here implied, and abandon this 
dangerous pathway. 


While I am at it, I may as well extend 
this letter a little further and produce 
other evidence that supports the veracity 
of my editorial and which you brand as 
a falsehood. Albert G. Mackey, one of 
the most prolific of Freemasonry writers, 
in his “Encyclopedia of Freemasonry,” 
on page 618, says: 

Religion: Masonry is, in every sense of 
the word except one, and that its least 
philosophical, an eminently religious in- 
stitution—that it is indebted solely to 
the religious element which it contains 
for its origin and for its continued exist- 
ence and that without this religious ele- 
ment it would scarcely be worthy of cul- 
tivation. 

Now it is plain that . . . Masonry may 
rightfully claim to be called a religious 
institution. 

On page 619, Dr. Mackey, while insist- 
ing that Masonry is a religion, admits 
that it is not the Christian religion, in 
the following language: 

But the religion of Masonry is not sec- 
tarian. It admits men of every creed 


within its hospitable bosom rejecting none 
and approving none for his peculiar faith. 
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It is not Judaism, though there is nothing 
in it to offend a Jew. It is not Christianity, 
though there is nothing in it repugnant 
to the faith of a Christian. 

Masonry, then, is indeed a religious in- 
stitution; and on this ground mainly, if 
not alone, should the religious Mason de- 
fend it. 

The Word of God teaches that Chris- 
tianity is the one and only “religion.” 
Jesus Christ, in John 14:6, declared, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life; 
no man cometh unto the Father but by 
me.” Your Masonic Order declares in 
effect that Jesus was mistaken and that 
you. can come to God the Father by 
Mohammed, by Buddha, by Confucius, 
or any other religious leader. My friend, 
you will have to make up your mind 
whether you are going to believe 
Masonry or Jesus Christ. 


w 
Preparing for Easter 


in Your Sunday School 


AVE you made plans for the Easter 

service for your Sunday schoo] this 
year? April 10 will be Easter Sunday, 
and the time for preparation is short. 

Two different Easter services arranged 
by Mary Brainerd Smith are available 
for your use this year. They are: “Doors 
the Risen Christ Opened,” and, “The 
Easter Command.” They provide re- 
sponsive Scripture readings for the en- 
tire school and for departmental groups; 
recitations for various departments; and 
original Easter hymns set to familiar 
hymn tunes, thus making special re- 
hearsals unnecessary. 

These two Easter services are in con- 
venient four-page folder form, and they 
may be had for the entire school at 35 
cents a dozen, or $2.50 a hundred. Sup- 
plies are limited, so mail your orders 
promptly to avoid disappointment. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
stating the number of copies you desire. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 27 


1. A Visit With Christ’s Comrades 
(Matt. 10:1-4; John 12:1-3; 17:8-10) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

Ww a view to becoming better 

acquainted with the Lord Jesus 

we are, under the general theme, “Along 

the Trail with Jesus,” to visit this week 

with some of His comrades and friends, 

and next week to visit some of the places 

that He frequented during His earthly 
ministry. 

ed 

Humanly speaking, we can learn con- 

Siderable about a person from _ his 

friends. An old adage states, “A man 
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is known by his friends.” However, in 
considering the Lord Jesus, there is one 
important fact that we must not over- 
look. In the four Gospels we have in- 
finitely more than the observations of 
some of the friends of Jesus. Matthew 
was indeed one of the disciples. He 
walked and talked and associated with 
the Lord Jesus during the years of His 
earthly ministry, as did also John the 
apostle. 

Whether Mark knew the Lord Jesus 
personally or not we cannot be sure, but 
he certainly knew and associated with 
the apostles, and it is generally thought 
that he became Peter’s interpreter, writ- 
ing down accurately what Peter told him 
concerning the Lord. Luke was a com- 
panion to the apostles and he tells us 
that the facts recorded in his Gospel 
were obtained from eyewitnesses. But 
above and beyond all of this the four 
Gospels record not only men’s opinions, 
but absolute truth concerning the Lord 
Jesus, for these men, like others who 
wrote down what we call today our 
Bible, wrote what they were moved to 
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write by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:20, 21). 
Their observations were “God-breathed” 
(2 Tim. 3:16), and preserved from inac- 
curacies, so that we have here a true and 
accurate picture of our Lord. 


se 


In a careful study of the twelve apos- 
tles and some of the other friends and 
disciples of the Lord Jesus mentioned 
in the four Gospels, we shall find those 
who exhibit many of the doubts, and 
fears, and weaknesses, and instabilities 
that we find in ourselves. But we will 
also find strength of character, and loy- 
alty, and faith that we shall do well 
to emulate. Peter is seen sometimes as 
hot-headed, quick spoken, and fearful, 
but he was also quick to recognize in 
the Lord Jesus, the Christ, the Son of 
the living God (John 6:67-69), and he 
was convinced that Christ had something 
that no one else could give him. Even 
though he feared the consequences of 
admitting, in the high priest’s house 
after Christ had been arrested, that he 
knew the Lord, nevertheless he was also 
quick to draw his sword to defend Him 
(John 18:10, 11). 

pd 

Thomas is perhaps most frequently re- 
membered today for his doubts concern- 
ing the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 
We forget sometimes, however, what 
John records in the eleventh chapter of 
his Gospel, that when some of the Jews 
threatened to stone the Lord Jesus, it 
was Thomas who said to his fellows, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.” 

4 

Andrew was so convinced that the 
Lord Jesus was the Messiah that he did 
not rest until he had brought his 
brother Simon Peter to Christ (John 
1:40, 41), 

Philip recognized in the Lord Jesus, 
“him of whom Moses in the law, and the 
prophets, did write” (John 1:45), and 
he sought out Nathanael and won him 
to Christ, 

we 

When they were frightened at the 
storm and dismayed at the Lord’s 
apparent unconcern for their safety, the 
disciples exclaimed in awed wonder, 
“What manner of man is this, that even 
the winds and the sea obey him!” (Matt. 
8:27.) 

ve 


Even Judas, dissatisfied that the Lord 
Jesus had not proclaimed Himself as 
king as he thought He would, and covet- 
ous for money to the point where he 
could betray his Lord to the chief priests, 
nevertheless confessed that he had sin- 
ned and that the Lord was innocent 
(Matt 27:4). 

se 

We shall miss a great lesson in study- 
ing about these comrades of the Lord 
Jesus, if we do not understand from 
the Scriptures that we, too, may be His 
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Cruising in Alaska’s 
Inland Waterways 





Visit the Mission Founded 
by Pioneer Sheldon Jackson 


Protestant mission work began in 
Alaska, under the American flag, in 
1877, with two Presbyterian mission- 
aries, Dr. Sheldon Jackson and Mrs. 
Amanda McFarland. Their assign- 
ment embraced the gigantic area of 
586,400 square miles. From this small 
beginning, the Church has grown 
until today there are Protestant 
churches, missions, and schools serv- 
ing every community of 100 or more 
persons. The population of Alaska 
today exceeds 130,000. 


For better acquaintance with the 
great North Country, as well as for 
the enjoyment of its readers, the Sun- 
day School Times established Chris- 
tian Fellowship cruises to Alaska 21 
years ago. he trips have been 
wonderfully successful, bringing to- 
gether, as they have, groups of fine 
people each summer, who have been 
greatly pleased with both the good 
fellowship and the grandeur of the 
voyage. And there have been untold 
benefits resulting from the visits paid 
to pioneer churches in our Land of 
Midnight Sun and Northern Lights. 


Our 1955 Alaskan vacation party 
is now being assembled. If inter- 
ested, you are invited to write for 
the free illustrated folder on ‘‘Alaska,”’ 
which tells all about the cruise. It is 
an incomparable trip, the very best 
summer vacation available. 


Without any known exception, 

, everyone who has traveled on a 

Christian Fellowship cruise has been 

more than satisfied. Hundreds of 

letters say ‘“‘the perfect vacation; the 
trip far exceeded our anticipations.”’ 


For an uplifting travel experience, 
for an educational adventure, and, 
most of all, for memorable Christian 
fellowship during your entire vaca- 
tion, you are most cordially invited to 
join our 1955 party. Dates of the 
cruise are July 5 to 29. Please write 
for free folder “*Alaska” to Mr. Harry 
J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-President, 
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comrades today. Perhaps we have been 
tempted to think, sometimes, that if we 
could have only lived when the Lord 
Jesus was here on earth and have 
walked and talked with Him as did His 
disciples, we would have been just as 
aithful or even more so than they were. 
he fact of the matter is that we may 
know Him even more intimately than 
did His disciples of old. We have a more 
complete revelation in the Scriptures to- 
day than they had. If we have accepted 
Him as our personal Saviour, we have 
dwelling in our hearts the Holy Spirit, 
the third person of the Trinity, in a way 
that He did not dwell in the hearts of 
the disciples until after Pentecost. The 
Lord Jesus promised that the Holy 
Spirit, when He came into the hearts of 
believers, would glorify Him, “For he 
shall receive of mine, and shall show 
it unto you. All things that the Father 
hath are mine: therefore said I, that he 
shall take of mine, and shall shew it 
unto you” (John 16:13-15). Are you 
willing to let Him make the Lord Jesus 
known to you, today, better than you 
know any earthly friend? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 21 to 27 
Mon.—Matthew 5:13-16. Salt and Light. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye are the salt 
of the earth. ... Ye are the light of the 
world.” God’s people are intended to 
be an incalculable blessing to this world. 
They must help to slow down moral 
corruption, and be a guiding light toward 
Heaven. “Salt” purifies, preserves, sat- 
isfies. Heavenly “light” cheers, makes 
truth clear, helps, guides, guards, and 
gladdens. Does God's light shine through 
your ransomed life? Pray for Unevange- 
lized Fields Mission, offices in Bala-Cyn- 
wyd, Pa., and London, Eng. 


Tues.—John 13:12-17. 
The Gospel of Service. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have given you 
an example, that ye should do as I have 
done to you.” Our Lord went about 
doing good. He was good to all. We, 
too, should go about doing good. Do 
people know you as a good Christian? 
Are you generous? Do you in love serve 
others? Will you have His commenda- 
tion when He gives out rewards? Pray 
for South Africa General Mission, offices 
in Brooklyn, N. Y., and London, Eng. 


Wed.—Romans 13:1-10. 
The Christian and the State. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Render there- 
fore to all their dues: tribute to whom 
tribute is due; custom to whom custom; 
fear to whom fear; honour to whom 











honour.” All are duty bound to honor 
men in authority and to be good citi- 
zens. Christians especially ought to be 
exemplary citizens. Do you first of all 
in your prayers pray for government? 
(1 Tim, 2:1-3.) Do you commend the 
Gospel by living as the Gospel calls 
you to live—peaceably, obediently, and 
blamelessly? Pray for the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, London, Eng. 


Thurs.—Romans 13:11-14, 
War Against Wickedness, 


PrRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “Cast off the 
works of darkness, and .. . put on the 
armour of light .. . put . . . on the Lord 


Jesus Christ, and make not provision 
for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.” 
Oppose every evil. Fight every form of 
wickedness. For this, put on the whole 
armor of God; keep a pure conscience 
and a fervent spirit of prayer. You must 
battle wickedness in your own soul be- 
fore you can succeed with others (see 
2 Cor. 10:6). Pray for Church Missions 
to Jews, London, Eng. 


Fri—Ephesians 4:17-24. 
Transformed Living. 


PRAYER SuccesTIONs: “Be renewed in 
the spirit of your mind .. . put on the 
new man, which after God is created 
in righteousness and true holiness.” Only 
those who are “transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind” can “prove what 
is that good, and acceptable, and per- 
fect, will of God” (Rom, 12:2). Do you 
have newness of life? Have you put on 
the new? Do you have fellowship with 
the Lord? Your fellowship proves your 
relationship. Pray for the Lord’s Day 
Observance Society, London, Eng. 


Sat.—Ephesians 4:25-32. 
The Power of Christian Conduct. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “Be ye kind one 
to another.” The influence of a godly 
life is immeasurable. We influence peo- 
ple more by what we are than by what 
we do and say. Our deeds give color 
and power to our words. When people 
know us to be righteous, they will lis- 
ten more attentively to our witness. A 
follower of the Lord is the best worker 
for the Lord. Pray for the Dr. Barnado’s 
Homes, London, Eng. 


Sun.—1 Peter 4:12-19. 
Suffering for Righteousness’ Sake. 


PRAYER SuGcesTions: “If any man 
suffer as a Christian.” We shall all 
bless God eventually more for our 
tribulations than for our jubilations. 
Sufferings for Christ’s sake, and for 
the preservation of a good conscience, 
and to preserve our rectitude will pay 
big dividends. Do you know what 
pleases God? Have you a set pur- 
pose to do His will? Will you serve 
Him whatever it costs? You have 
nothing to fear. Good will come out 
of all your troubles (Rom. 8:28). 
Pray for the South London Mission, 
London, Eng. 
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